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Radon Gas: >20% of Buildings
show High Levels of Exposure

in the Tralee Area

Tralee Times has in the past referred to this
matter of Radon Gas exposure in the Tralee
and surrounding areas. We feel that it is nec-
essary to revisit this issue as it can have det-
rimental effects on the health of those living in
this area. A recent survey carried out, on be-
half of Tralee Times, in a relatively new hous-
ing development (built with installed radon
barriers) in the west of the town revealed that
almost 25% of the homes have radon levels
well in excess of the recommended safe
level. While most of the homes have been
tested others are in the process of being
tested. A radon barrier alone, in an area of
high radon concentration, is not enough to
prevent high levels of exposure to the gas. A
sump may need to be installed and activated .
Planners must insist that developers install
sumps in all new buildings in this general
area. Government needs to provide some
form of grant aid for people to remedy the
problem in older buildings. Continued on
page 8

Independent
Insurance

IMT GROUP

Services

JOSEPH . MURPHY (RALEEJ D, consultants

Tel. 066—71 21 392
or 066—71 21 010
Fax. 066—71 25 688

Joseph M Murphy (Tralee) Ltd is Registered by the F  inancial Regulator as an
Authorised Advisor and as a Mortgage Intermediary.

m




News and Views

August 200 6

Historic Urban Landscape of Tralee

Tralee Town Development Plan (2003 - 2009) states:

“4.36 Views and Prospects

Views of the south and west of the town and those of the approach roads into the town from
the north , east and south west offer a panoramic back drop to the town, Proposals for
development in, or adjacent to these areas, must pay due regard to the design and layout of any
new buildings.”

The historic townscape of Tralee is characterised by structures two to three storeys high
with a homogeneous roofscape throughout the town. The only structure standing out from this
historic urban landscape is the spire of St. John’s Church, which can be seen from various view
points in the town and functions as a landmark. In the recent past there has there has been little
sensitivity to the impacts of modern constructions, - high rise buildings consisting mostly of
apartments, built in the town centre.

World Heritage 2003 concluded that urban heritage is a human and social cultural element
that goes beyond the notion of “groups of buildings”. The historic urban landscape of Tralee
consists of urban space and buildings from the past when tradition was the guiding development
principle. Modern constructions in the historic landscape should aim to establish a significant
relationship between a place, its history, and guided by a sense of memory.

Such a development strategy is a strong competitive tool. It attracts not only tourists, but
capital and residents. New developments, no matter how insensitive, are often justified by arguing
that a development policy has to attract investors. With investment under stood by international
accounting standards as an expenditure with long term benefits, heritage protection and town
development constitute exactly that.

(Reference: World Heritage Committee"Zgssion, Paris 2003)

NOTE: More photographs can be viewed on our websiev.traleetimes.com

Tralee Community

Hospital
After almost 10 years of
persistent campaigning the
Senior Citizen’s group have
finally been given a
commitment from
government that Tralee
Community Hospital will
be up and running in 2008.
Well done to all concerned
for the hard work and
dedication to what is a very
vital facility.

suggests

that some form of
commemorative stone
should be installed, in the
hospital, to the memory of
those who have been
involved in this project
since the beginning.

also suggests that a
civic reception should be
held for the group as soon
as foundation stone is laid.
Politicians, particularly
government party
politicians, should take a
‘backseat’ on this one for
onceI

Carpenter-Joiner
Cabinet Maker

The Carnage on Our Roads

Car Sales in Ireland — June 2004 — 2006

Our roadfs are becom|_ng increasingly more danger_ous to | 2004 | 2005 | 2006
is becoming more obvious that there are people using our
who should not be allowed to hold a driving license. 13,612 | 14,942 | 15,048

A driving license is not a right it must be earned and itvierg
in trust to the holder that they obey the rules of the ro
always!

If license holders are not going to obey these rules then
license must be withdrawn. This is too serious an issue |
ignore it.

Draconian legislation may be needed before long, to ge
message across that blatant and persistent breaking afléh
of the road is not acceptable.

2006.
Classified by make:
TOYOTA—53 units;

The highest number of new private cars licensed, nationally, in
June 2006, classified by make are:

TOYOTA (2,204), VOLKSWAGEN (1,921), FORD (1,575)
NISSAN (1,316), OPEL (1,189) and PEUGEOT (688).

In Co. Kerry 264 NEW PRIVATE CARS were licensed in June

FORD, SKODA & VOLKSWAGEN—27 units each;
NISSAN—25 units; RENAULT—14 units and OPEL—13 units.

www.traleetimes.com—087-7615276—editor@traleetimes.c
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Money and Cu rrent Affairs

Your Money—Stealth Taxes and other Increases
Ireland 2006

Summary of Charges and Stealth Taxes imposed since 2002
VHI + 32% since 2002 Motor Tax + 17% since 2002
A & E charges + 20 since 2002 ESB + 25.5% since 2002
Public Transport Fares + 17%

85 Rock Street, Tralee

Tel.: 066—71 948 37
email:

In 2002 At the moment an Rate of Inflation
VAT + 8% average domestic ESB | | ajthough the annual rate of infla-
Motor Tax + 12% bill comes in at approxi- | | tion remained at 3.9% in June, it is
Hospital Charges + 26% mately 123 for every| |giill at a four year high. And the
Drug Refund Scheme + 31% two months usage, if this | [ ngerlying trend is upwards be-
VHI + 18% price increase is allowed | | cayse inflation increased by 0.3%
Bank & Card Charges + 108% to go ahead, consumers | | patween May and June e
Cigarettes and alcohol + 15% ' ir bills in- - ' I"#$%

'9 . will see their bills in-| | eland remains the most expen- }
Bin Chargoes +29% crease by upto 24. sive country in Europe. The Irish I#&
ESB +13% - inflation rate is now significantly | ()
College fees + 9% The European Commis-| |higher than the EU rate of 2.9% '
Parking fees + 25% sion (EC) report showing putting Ireland at a serious comi
Bus l_:ares + 9% that the amount paid by petitive disadvantage. It's no sur- U
TV License +40% zumr?gnfu;l:r::%isnis infci:ea prise that the Irish Exporters’ As- $ %

; : "| | sociation is concerned about the &'
0,
{I/1H2I0+02 506 ![ﬁsz'j ;\?ef]a hégher than state of the economy. In three criti- (
A&E C.ha(r)ges from 40to 45 g9e. cal sectors where the Government
Private beds in Public Hospitals + 15% sa?tlrﬁfﬂ%f|lﬂgggﬁg ?T:a[:Lae){Sc?)nt:::E % )
Third-Level Student Registration rose 80to 750 tions, Irish inflation is advancing * 0p +
Junior Cert. Exam. Fee rose by 10 to 82 far ahead of other euro countries: Pon(+-00
Leaving Cert. Exam. Fee rose by 10to 86 ) : L . o &
X i Health inflation in Ireland is run

Development Levies outlined between 6000 and 30,000 ning nearly three and half times

10 year standard Passport fee increased from 57to 75

Motor tax + 5%

In 2004
Public transport fares + 3%
ESB + 9%

above the Eurozone rate (4.5% vs
1.3%)

-Inflation in housing, water, elec-
tricity and gas is running a third
above the Eurozone average

Ladies &

VHI + 3% (7.8% VS 5.7%)

-Inflation in education in Ireland is
In 2005 also well over one and a half times Gents
Drugs Refund Scheme threshold up to 85 the euro trend (4.6% vs 2.7%). Hairdressers
ESB + 3.5%
VHI + 12.5% New wage agreement ‘Towards The Mart

A & E visitsup 10to 55

In 2006—to date.....

A & E visitfrom 55to 60
Dublin Bus fares + 5%
LUAS + 5 cent per journey

Toll charges on M4 up 10 centto 2.50

Are these increased charges and taxes justifiable?
Who has benefited most from these increased charges  ?

Are you getting value for money?
Have services really improved?

‘If all economists were laid end to end
they would not reach a conclusion.’

George Bernard Shaw

2016’ — a 10% rise — will it meet
the cost of living + inflation + more
stealth tax increases?

Visit www.traleetimes.com
and leave a comment on the
FEEDBACK page.

You can also read archived
copies of

offers
sympathy to all family and
friends of those who died
recently and whose anniversaf
occurs
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Delays on our Roads
Editor,

Perhaps locd

the appropriate

The Carnage on Our Roads
Our roads are becoming increasingly more

angerous to use. It is becoming more

authority might consider erectinobvious that there are people using our
signs, at certain locations on o roads who should not be allowed to hold a

national routes, to inform road used

riving license.

that at particular times delays miA driving license is not a right it must be
occur. At least then the road usearned and it is given in trust to the holder

will know that they can expecthat they obey the rules of the road—

delays and time their

journe always!

accordingly. There are three mglf license holders are not going to obey
reasons for these delays, that ‘these rules then their license must be

have become very

familia withdrawn. This is too serious an issue now

particularly in Co. Kerry - increase to ignore it.

traffic volumes and/or

traffic Draconian legislation may be needed before

mismanagement and/or delays long, to get the message across that blatant
funding or building much needeand persistent breaking of the rules of the
and overdue infrastructure projects road is not acceptable.

A striking example of this is thi
frustration of sitting in traffic on the
approaches to Castleisland.

In this case perhaps Kerry Coun
Council might consider segregatir
local and national route traffi
through the town—even if only fo.

17# 7

installing diversion sign posts t
offer road users an alternative rou
avoiding the town.

Yours etc.

Sean O'Sullivan

What Road Signs?

Editor,

While in Manor West car park
recently | was asked, by a Frenc

the summer months. Or perhai

aat

couple in a camper-van, to give the
directions to Banna.

Using the map they had, | spent 5
6 minutes explaining repeatedly th
directions . Afterwards | began t
think of the numerous difficulties
people visiting our fine town an(
county must experience in trying t
find their way.

This situation arises due t
inadequate and often non-existe
sign posts.

Yours etc.

Liam Fitzgerald

Historical Pieces
Editor,

| really have enjoyed enjoyed reaT-

ing the articles on history in you
magazine.

Yours etc.

Helen

Unfortunately, due to lack of space

replies to letters cannot be published,
However does try to
reply to all readers letters / emails.

L $
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The Irish Architecture Awards 2006
continues until Saturday f2\ugust 2006

Gallery hours: Monday to Saturday

9 to 6 and until 10pm on Theatre nightg.

For further information and images,
please contact

The Gallery at Siamsa
+ 353 (0) 66 712 3055,
e-mail: siamsagallery@eircom.net,
www.siamsatire.com
&' ( "/"o"
1# "O#!
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Listowel road & Killeen

road Junction - Survey

A snap-shot traffic survey commissione
on behalf of at the junction
of the Listowel and Killeen Road has
revealed a number of safety issues th
need to be addressed immediately. On Ji
24th last between 5.45 and 6.30 p&67
vehicles approached this junction fror
both direction.

With the imminent opening of the Link
Road from Mounthawk to Abbeydorney
road there is indeed an urgent need to ‘fi
the situation on the Listowel road.

867 vehicles approached Killeen roas
Listowel road junction. 216 vehicles
turned onto the Killeen road from the
Listowel road (from both directions) anc
173 vehicles attempted to access tt
Listowel road from the Killeen road on the
evening of the survey.

It was noted during the survey period th:
vehicles turning onto the Killeen roac
from the Listowel direction do hold up
traffic flow as there is not enough roon
for traffic to pass safely.

It was also noted that most vehicle
arriving form the Tralee town direction are
traveling in excess of the speed limit (5
kph), while most vehicles traveling fron
the Listowel direction are within the spee
limit. Generally vehicles traveling from
the Tralee direction with the intention o
turning onto the Killeen road do no
indicate their intention to do so earl
enough.

A strategic plan must be put in place t
highlight the junction for all road users—
according to sources it would appear th
traffic lights will be put in place at this
junction. It would also be very necessal
to include a pedestrian crossing at th
point. Furthermore including well placed
clear directional signs is necessary as
the painting of white/yellow road-
markings (as appropriate) on th
approaches to this junction.

If you would like to highlight other traffic
issues in Tralee, do not hesitate to contact
us.

Inch Golf Club Development

In a recent submission and presentation
Kerry County Council Dr. Arthur Spring out-
lined the benefits that such a developme
would bring to the area in terms of employ
ment and tourism. Dr. Spring went on to ex
plain how such a development would also
ensure that any environmental concerns a
issues would be enhanced rather than end:
gered if this project went ahead.

Delays and inaccurate studies within the
Department of the Environment are present
delaying progress.

This project first began back in 1994.

om
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Page 6
humans so be it — sailing the windows of #iad friends that you meet only at weddings

ArChIteCtS In TuxedOS funerals. Unlike the readers they will not knoy

S householders.
It is with greatest pleasure that | have acciz‘\sﬁ architectural efficacy of the practicitige only difference between a wedding and
the invitation to write about a most noble agghjiow with regard to nest-building is at bésteral is one person - for the swallows that fr
loyal of all friends of both readers and wrigh nar Brunelleschi — the ltalian Renaissancejuent my house or palace as | prefer to cal
alike. They live among us for the best part of six during the summer sometimes don't seem

months, they leave, travel almost half the discern the difference between two nests loca
circumference of the Earth annually and return side by side. | often notice them flying to on

faithfully to their homes and bring the pleasures nest only to be scared off to the other. But wi
associated with rearing young families in the could blame such a swallow who can retu
glowing summer sun of a good Irish summer. | thousands of miles to its place across the rz
write of course of swallowsEn masse forests and deserts of Africa and journe
swallows make up the avian air corps of the through good weather and bad to reach that
skies performing the most spectacular air-shows gle spot above the window.

from dawn to dusk. The swallow is of the gentry of the skies clad

They need no map as they travel to and figitact who readers might know designeditbedo from dawn to dusk. The females disti
the Capetown area of South Africa to spenddney: qome of Santa Maria del Fiore in Figuish themselves by insisting on wearing t
long day with us during summer. At itS Pegkee Bt Brunelleschi was not without his name attire as their male counterparts with

our summer produces a fa!nt but not bl ne. He experienced a brief and disastidigtnguishing features. The elder swallow live
darkness as the sun merely dips under the N in the world of shipmaking; he built@about sixteen years old and would thereft
eastern horizon to rise only a few hours furthelqiraus ship callettl Badaloneto transporthave a faint memory of seeing Ireland play Its
west as though merely going for a quick naBile to Florence from Pisa up the Amo rivtee quarter final of the World Cup in Italy or
before heralding the new day. The resulting &% shin sank on its maiden voyage, along dithe 38, 1990 and the great excitement of loc
for our friends is long and rich in & bounty of glkjzeapie chunk of Brunelleschi's personal faseholders at the time. That elder would he
kinds of airbomne insects that make up {fifie So too with the swallow whose creatitiesn moved, | am certain, as he witnessed
mainstay of their diet. Caught on the wing, thesg come unstuck at times and collapse frosaeme when hopes were all but dashed whe
insects provide abundant cuisine for the yoyagy: non the head of the curious below.ti8® 38" minute, Salvatore Schillaci scored fc
nestlings that yeam to fly after some two Wegi§iher the average swallow should undetgly against us. But | am sure writing his la
in their nests. . __Safe Pass certification with FAS or postgradilt and testament is the current preoccupati
The swallow is renowned for its cleaniinesss angineering studies is a moot point.  of this swallow at this stage.

always ensuring that its nest is neat and tidy ghfetheless for a householder to host a faBily what fine life that of the swallow! Away
empty of useless eggs and the dirty nappiesy Ayajiows is indeed an honour befitting rdgem this darkening land to the warm long day
its young. Much to the chagrin of householdgfS ' These guests arrive in Tralee sometisheouthern climes during our winter and ther
whose windows may be below the perch of ii&ng april & and will unlock, rebuild theiigreat return in the every April till the skies vegi
swallows nest, the adults swallows will 0SS Qlfmer homes with a minimum of fuss. Theyade in mid-September with no visa require

and sundry out the door of their nests and,;j
that means breaking the litter laws designe:

not raid your larder, expect to be drive
and there or cause you to meet relati

Contact with your story.

“Do not go outside! Do not go outside! Close

all windows and doors.....!"

The message was repeated over and over again on all TV and
radio stations. From my hiding place, under the van, | could
hear people running around, shouting, swearing, praying and
saying things like “The Lord will save us!” and “Where the hell is
that bloody cat?”.

But fairly soon all was quiet. Certain that everyone had gone |
crawled out and set off for the library. Around me, various other
shady individuals had emerged from bushes, garden sheds and
dustbins. They were going to take advantage of the one day that
there would be no police around, to steal cars, booze or set fire
to things, bomb or no bomb. Thousands of people around the
country were taking the bomb threat seriously, others, like me,
had become sceptical of it due to the countless false alarms and
were taking advantage of the situation.

Not that | was stealing anything—normally walking to the library
without some ‘yob’ hitting on me for money would be
impossible. But while these goons were off burning things, now
was my chance to get some good reading material.....or maybe
not, as a gang of locals pulled up beside me in a stolen car.
“Give us your money!”, they whooped.

| scowled and reached for my wallet, when the man in the driver
seat changed his mind.

“We don’t need money, today everything is free!”. | was greeted

www.traleetimes.com—087-7615276—editor@traleetimes.c

by more whoops as he announced, “We're going to burn the
library, want to join in?”. Their idea of a laugh.....what a horrible
waste that would be. | was about to decline and walk away,
when one of them started to gabble and then pointed to the
sky......at a small black object up in the clouds. We all fell silent,
thinking our time had come, as the distant missile crossed the
sky....and disappeared over the horizon.

The thugs in the car started to laugh and mock each other for
being so scared, but | had my suspicions as to why it had not
blown up. Perhaps it had not yet reached it's destination! The
car sped off and | briefly considered locking myself in
somewhere as | had been supposed to do, but were any of
those buildings really radiation proof? Yeah right.....I really had
to get out of here.

As the town was right next to the sea, it only took a minute to
reach the harbour. A small voice in the back of my head told me
that | didn’t know how to drive a boat. That thought was driven
from my mind as a distant ‘boom’ from behind me told me to
hurry up. | jumped aboard a small, white speedboat. Time only
to learn to drive this thing very quickly! The red lever? No, that
propelled the damn thing backwards! The blue one? No, that did
nothing! Green, maybe? Bingo! The boat lurched forward,
breaking every speed limit in the world. A surge of exhilaration
filled me as the boat continue to accelerate, propelling me away
from my fate, or perhaps towards it. Who knows? For the time
being | was free, and that was all that mattered. Colm O’Leary

om




August 2006 Thoug hts & Reflections

Guilty by
because their consequences

Reason of the
In previous articles we look aloiﬁetc; bﬁ'i?g thﬁ_sglrpgeh;tgtali FU” MOOn
ghnisél?gﬁétggﬁ]e ;)efse:]?\{:)ntqé%emselves are choiceIn August we can look forward to
world around g FL)]S Thes peated thoughts becoithe Full Red Moon because, as
challenaes are oneé we faﬁgbits. It follows that the min the Moon rises, it appears reddish
every dgay and are essential U Uy @ powerful entity. - through any sultry haze.
reaching one's potential as . ontrolling thought and actior

human being. However therg, Necessary to gscribe ? s€
' _ roportion and control ove

are many other challenges; brop :

engaging with the world we ar, e's life. However given th

faced with experiences whic e are as individuals to t

contain a high degree fld S5 % O O 8N
uncertainty and are commoncE ' q

routine choices from drinking
glass of milk instead of a wate
These choices are importe

As a youngster in Tralee | was
taken by my late father's theory
that during the Full Moon

people went mad especially those
who were perceived as being a
slug or two short of a full pint in
their mental constitution. He
related to me the practice of one
such neighbour who had the habit

explained in the colloquia Oc\)'\(ﬁ]réeﬁz t$hﬁgnrgg;;2etr\]/£r
_expression | there is NEVEr e in many ways at the mer : . :
dull moment! what is around us . As of staying up all night during
From antiquity there has be '

(0) .
. nights where the full moon glowed
an understanding that hum ésult in order to confront tr and used dig up his garden only to
beings are by natur

orld effectively and with “‘undig’ it the following morning

intentional - that is to say th :Vaésgcl)’(iakgfriscl:(c;nfldence, Y50 it was intriguing for me when |
our minds are outward lookin e do not alwa 's know wh learned in school from a teacher -
and are wired in the directio e  conse uer?ces of those sanity | never questioned,
of the world. This is clear whe ouahts ang actions will be & least dared to - that the word
we look at language which, i is %s what constitutes ris lunatic is taken directly from the
itself is an outward _expressi%- . Latin word 'luna’ meaning moon.

; : is will guarantee trouble fc_ """ ) ; .
of thought, which in ch of us. But it is from re This information was it seemed in
themselves are denizens of ubles thét we learn. We qurtherance of my father's theory

mind. For instance even in t S . and made the whole notion of a
most complex daily issues thr] a(;nop?,sglr?g éfo\évt?nﬂgug?thg; connection between mental
arise we use constant refere ntless| )(/)ver what %i [stability and lunar cycles an
to the world around us t en i¥ what should h?’:l‘ imminently interesting proposition.
explain and expresss su ppened, what could ha Insomnia is, readers will be
things as emotion. Emotion is bp ' aware, a relatively common

feeling not a physical objecf2PPened etc.

vor haw oten e o hea‘g is better to worry about re experience for people of all ages

but 1 know is experienced by
some children with unusual
profiles such as ADHD and their
adult counterparts. A glaring light
or other sensation can cause
them to be irritated, restless and

; : V7 oubles than imaginary ones.
he will break me up’, 'l was re. 9 Y

e 15 healthy to take risks, may
to the qills', 'beside myself wit . .
anger etc. EBetter to take considered risk

Intention is about a perso.oh:c;rngtﬁgrqdéou will learn
reaching out, choosing a Y

Page 7

inconceivable that a glowing Full
Moon will cause them to find sleep
virtually impossible and irritable
over the following days until they
catch up on some critical sleep.
Readers - who have a lunar
bend - will recall from the previous
article on lunar matters that the
Moon affects the tides and causes
cyclical high and low tides on a
daily. The human body is
composed of a very high
percentage of water and it is
reasonable to ask whether the Full
Moon affects the body. Well |
wonder if abdominal bulges can
really be attributed to lunar factors
rather than to lack of balanced
diet and adequate exercise and
do these was and wane like the
Moon during the course of a
month. Who is to know?

But let's stick to the facts: In 19th-
century England, criminals caught
in the act during a full moon could
plead "guilty by reason of the full
moon," a defense recently revived
by Latvian President Vaira Vike-
Freiberga, who blamed lunar
forces for a bugging scandal and
alleged bribe-taking in her
country. In addition, and | do not
recommend anyone do this, but |
did some time ago drive along a
national primary route for few
hundred metres without my lights
on with the assistance of the Full
Moon late at night. But before you
summon the Gardai | was just in
the car - it was the Moon's fault.
Sheer lunacy | hear you say!

Note: In August we can look
forward to the Full Red Moon
because, as the Moon rises, it
appears reddish through any

making a demand of the worl emlemt?jer I '3 tt)r(]atter to |
around. This can be positive Fséél rowne an heai
negative - in both means a j :

end. It may be about choosing2Phael Mulabi

way of |ife, a partner, one jomphaelmulabi@hotmail.com
over another and even the most

distracted. It is therefore not
sultry haze.

‘Own only what you can carry with you, know languag
know countries, know people.

el

Let your memory be your travel bag.’
Alexander Solzhenitsyn

Know Your Rights—Purchasing Goods

When you buy goods from a retailer, you make a contract r the Sale of Goods Act. . .
him/her. He/She agrees to provide certain goods to you fopthhave no rights under the Sale of Goods Act if you sim
certain price. If your purchase turns out to be faulty, theleeti12nge your mind about wanting the goods. You also haw
not the manufacturer, is responsible to you and must sort! @ if faults are due to misuse of the product after purchas
your complaint. You are entitled to a refund, a replacement g#& Person who purchased the goods holds the contract
repair. therefore the rights under the Act. If you receive the,goods
You do not have to take a credit note if your complaint is &= You have no contract with the retailer and don't have
ered by theéSale of Goods ActYou can insist on a refund, a r%ame_nghts. Usually the retailer will oblige the user of the go
placement or a repair. ut this is goodwill on his/her part andt a legal requirement.
If you have a genuine complaint about faulty goods, you ca?(%‘-r rights under the Act also apply to goods purchassalat
nore shop notices such as ‘No Refunds’ or ‘No Exchangﬂé es. If the goods are being sold ascondsor shop-soiled
Such notices cannot take away any of your statutory rights NOWEVer, you cannot expect the same standard.

www.traleetimes.com—087-7615276—editor@traleetimes.co
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Radon Gas:
High Levels In
the Tralee Area

from Page 1

Tralee Times has in the
past referred to this matter
of Radon Gas exposure in
the Tralee and surrounding
areas. We feel that it is

necessary to revisit this
issue as it can have detri-
mental effects on the

health of those living in this
area.

Radon is a naturally occur-
ring radioactive gas which
originates from the decay
of uranium in rocks and
soils. It is colourless,
odourless and tasteless
and can only be measured
using special equipment.
When radon surfaces in
the open air, it is quickly
diluted to harmless con-
centrations, but when it en-
ters an enclosed space,
such as a house or other
building, it can sometimes
accumulate to unaccepta-
bly high concentrations.
Radon decays to form tiny
radioactive particles, some
of which remain sus-
pended in the air. When
inhaled into the lungs
these particles give a ra-
diation dose which may
damage cells in the lung
and eventually lead to lung
cancer.

Radon concentration is
measured in becquerels
per cubic metre of air (Bqg/
m®). The becquerel is a
unit of radioactivity and
corresponds to one radio-
active disintegration per

Health & Radon

second.

The Reference Level for
long-term exposure to ra-
don in a house, above
which the need for reme-
dial action should be con-
sidered, is 200 Bg/m®
(determined in accordance
with RPIl's standard proto-
col). Based on current
knowledge it is estimated
that in Ireland, for the
population as a whole, a
lifetime exposure (ie 70
yrs) to radon in the home
at the Reference Level of
200 Bg/m®carries a risk of
about 1 in 50 of contracting
fatal lung cancer. This is
approximately twice the
risk of death in a road acci-
dent.

Since July 1998, every
new house is required to
incorporate some degree
of radon preventive meas-
ures at the time of con-
struction in accordance
with the revised Building
Regulations. The degree of
protection required is de-
pendent upon whether or
not the site is located
within a High Radon Area.

County Kerry

No. of Houses Measured
932

No. Houses >200 Bg/m
(Percentage) 52 (6%)
Mean Radon Concentra-
tion (Bg/m %) 70

Max. Radon Concentration
(Bg/m?) 1924

3

It is widely recognised that
more than 20% of homes
and buildings in the Tralee
area are very likely to have
>200 Bg/m *

It is strongly suggested
that you have your home
tested for highlevels of Ra-
don gas exposure. Even
houses built since 1998
should be subjected to this
test as the Radon barrier
may not have been in-
stalled properly at the time
of the building of the
house.

The radon level in a house
can be measured simply
and inexpensively. The In-
stitute provides a radon
measurement service to
householders at a price of
50. A radon measure-
ment is usually carried out
by placing two small test-
ing devices (detectors), as
shown below, in the house
for a period of three
months. At the end of this
period the detectors are
returned to the testing
laboratory for processing.
This procedure can be car-
ried out entirely by post
and there is no need for
anyone to visit the house.

Radiological Protection

Institute of Ireland (RPII)

3 Clonskeagh Square,
Clonskeagh Road,

Dublin 14, Ireland.
Tel: +353 1 269 77 66.
Fax: +353 1 269 74 37.
Email:rpii@rpii.ie

Website: www.rpii.ie and

Freefone: 1800 300 600

To download Radon Gas
in the Home information
leaflet:
http://www.rpii.ie/
Download/radonbroc04.
pdf
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Radon Gas

48 hr. Electronic Monitoring for
Radon Gas levels.
1 day for Remedial work, if
required.
48 hr. Electronic Monitoring
after Remedial work is completed.

Tim Duggan
Tel. 087—22 02 368

Wind Energy — Facts
Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI)
www.sei.ie

Each year environmental pollution and
CO2 emissions from the use of fossil
fuels contribute to the threat to our
health, the environment and sustainable
development. Wind turbines cause
virtually no emissions during their
operation and very little in their
manufacture, installation, maintenance
and removal.

Every Megawatt of Wind Power installed

www.traleetimes.com—087-7615276—editor@traleetimes.c

in Ireland avoids:

-the release of 2,700 tonnes of Carbon
Dioxide (CO2), the main gas
responsible for global warming.

-49 tonnes of Sulphur Dioxide (SO2), the
main cause of acid rain.

-5.5 tonnes of Nitrous Oxides,
responsible for building corrosion and
global warming.

-the need to import 6,450 barrels of Oil.
-the land-filling of 175 tonnes of slag and
ash.

Increase in Malaria
Patients in Ireland

A travel medicine expert has expresse
concern about the increasing number |
Irish people contracting malaria. Las
year alone, there was a 60% increase
Irish malaria cases, compared with 2004
According to Dr Graham Fry, medica
director of the Tropical Medical Bureat
(TMB), there have already been 36 cas
of malaria notified in the first 20 weeks o

this year.

People travelling to malaria areas shoulc
-Keep arms, legs and feet covered wi
light clothing, particularly between sunse

and sunrise.

-Stay indoors between dusk and dawn
possible, as this is when mosquitoes fee
-Always use a strong insect repellent th.
contains DEET (diethyltoluamide), or
both skin and clothing. Reapply repeller

on top of sun-block when using both.

-Avoid using perfume or aftershave an
reconsider the necessity for deodora
use. Note that exercising also attrac

mosquitoes.

-Use an insecticide spray in your room.
-Sleep under mosquito netting.

-Sleep in an air-conditioned room. The

a

conditioning should be left on throughou

the day.

-Close windows at night and have scree!

on them if possible.

-Take a first aid kit. Consult your GP Fo
more information, consult your GP or ca

the
Tropical Medical Bureau at 1850 487 674.

would like to extend bes
wishes to all students awaiting their
Examination Results this month.

We also send best wishes to all thode

who will begin school for the first time |
September 2006.

-
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August 2006 Sports, C lubs & Weather

Tralee Rowing Club 2

Tralee Rowing Club has been established sir BINGO
May 2004 following an initiative by Kerry Local Bingo takes place at the John Mitchels ClI
Sports Partnership and the Irish Amateur Rowil House on the John Joe Sheehy Road every
Union to set up a rowing club in North Kerry. day night commencing at 8.30 p.m. Sharp.
Thanks to local support and sponsorship and {LOTTO
help and generosity of Muckross and KillorgliiOur Weekly Club Lotto takes place ever
Rowing Club, we now have 5 boats including tw Tuesday night at 9.00 p.m. Sharp in the CI
training boast and are now rowing on the Canal House under the watchful eye of Gary O’'Mg
Tralee and launch from the slipway at the Bas hony and Paddy O’Mahony
End. Tralee Town Council granted us plannir COUNTRY MARKET
The Country Market takes place at our ClI
Every Thursday afternoon commencing
1.30 pm. Sharp. Itis advised to come early f
the pick of the crop!
CLUB RESTAURANT
Our Club Restaurant is opened daily fro
09.00 — 11.00 a.m. for Breakfast we do a mi
breakfast or the full Irish for the hungrier pet
son. Lunch is served from 12.30 p.m. to 3.(
p.m. daily excluding Saturday. Tired of cook
ing on a Sunday why not ring up and order
Take Away Lunch —simply phone 066 7
26300. The Restaurant also caters for th
special event be it Holy Communion, Confir
mation, BBQ, House Parties etc.

Contact with news from
Your Club or organisation.
Photographs welcome.

# 8%

0

9

Monthly Temperature =14.8 degrees C

Monthly Rainfall =74.0 mm

Wind Speed = 8.5 knots

Relative Humidity =82%
permission to house our boats and equipment il Daily Sunshile Duration = 4.53 hours

storage facility by the Canal.
During the college term members of Tralee Ro\ 2005

ing Club along with students from the Institute ¢\jonthly Temperature
Technology Tralee were using the gym facility i ponthiy Rainfall

the South Campus. Here we were able to get
members training and ready for rowing. We ha
approx. 20 active members and over the past f
months have been holding rowing sessions 3 tin
a week. Our coaches hope to have crews comy
ing later in the year.

The Club is now closed for the summer but wi
re-open in early September. For further inform
tion or details on how to become a member, plea
contact Laura Tangney, Secretary on

(087) 9109222.

=15.6 degrees C
=78.3 mm

2006
Monthly Temperature =16.6 degrees C
Monthly Rainfall =87.4 mm

(30 mm of rain in the last week of July)
Warmest Day—19/7/2006 = 26.8 degrees C

Don’'t waste water as there may be a
shortage due to the very dry and fine weather
we had earlier this summer

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

Sunday, 13 August Sunday, 10th—Heritagaday

Field Outing: Killarney No. 2 Field Outing: Paps of Anu
Leaders: Noel Grimes and Michael Leane Memberd_eader: Frank Coyne, Archaeologist

Meet: 2.30 p.m. Car Park Lewis Road, near Friary Meet: 2.30 p.m. Shrone Church, Rathmore

www.traleetimes.com—087-7615276—editor@traleetimes.c

Kerry Football

8
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Marinated Steaks 3.99
Ib.

Kebabs from 99c each
Chicken Fillets 5 for
5.50
Tandori Chicken 4 for
1.99

| *44,5( (>5 ?*

*44,5( 6( *5-

The defeat to Cork in th
Munster Final has led f

changes in tactics and p¢

sonnel. Some would arg
that these changes wd
long overdue.

Kerry dispatched Longfor
without too much diffi-
culty.

With Kerry employing dif-
ferent tactics it makes tf

outing against Armagh les

predictable.

e
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Old and Not So Old Technology

August 20 06

Think back to the 1980s. The Compact Disc was invented by
Philips early in that decade and | remember buying my first CD
for a “Ghetto Blaster” bought while on a J1 student visa in the
States. The first CD | bought was by Dire Straits, “Money for
Nothing”.

As well as being a breakthrough in formats for yours truly, that
CD actually was a breakthrough for the European video indus-
try. The video of the single “Money for Nothing” was the first
ever shown on European MTV. And of course MTV was the real
driver behind the music video industry. The music video indus-
try had already been given a kick start in 1980 by David Bowie's
iconic “Ashes to Ashes” video, but MTV created the commercial
market.

Video was supposed to kill radio. “Video Killed the Radio Star”
by The Buggles was the first ever video shown on MTV in the
States. Of course the much touted radiocide never happened.
So, don't think that a new technology will do away with a com-
peting, older, technology. As another example of over-hyped
talk of obsolescence, recall the Soda Stream, again from the
1980s. This was supposed to replace Coke and other soft
drinks because it provided cheap home soda. Warren Buffett
may never have had the money to hand over to Bill and Melinda
Gates if Soda Stream had truly replaced Coke (Buffett's com-
pany is a major shareholder in Coca Cola).

Of course, video has changed too. The video tape is almost
completely replaced by the DVD, which has distinct advan-
tages, but still, annoyingly, can be easily scratched.

Of course, the latter problem has not been solved yet on a wide
commercial basis, probably because it doesn't really matter
enough to the manufacturers. With the growing wealth in coun-
tries such as Ireland, people just buy a new copy of the latest
Barney DVD if the kids scratched the original. And the DVD
manufacturers benefit.

The current theme of technology seems to be convergence.
The convergence of music and video in the latter part of the 20"
Century is now being followed by the convergence of wireless
communications and entertainment. If you ever look at films
from the 1980’'s you'll be amused that people didn’t have a mo-
bile phone, or if they did the phone looked like a toaster (and
was probably as hot after a few minutes), and used phone
booths a lot. People now prefer to text than talk and can easily
choose to watch replays of world cup goals on their 3G phones.
The ironic thing is that the phone booth is coming back (and |
don’t mean because of the movie with Colin Farrell). Who pre-
dicted that the mobile phone would actually inspire the re-birth
of the phone booth? The Phone Kiosk is making a come-back! |
vividly recall that draughty old yellow and green phone kiosk at
the end of our road was a solution for me to ring my blonde girl-
friend in 1980 to arrange to meet her at Horan’s the following
Saturday night. May as well be talking to the wall as asking my
brothers for a measure of privacy on the phone at home. It was
an exciting adventure for a hormonal fourteen year old on a wet
Tuesday night to steal out of the house, ride quickly down the
road and hope no-one else was using the kiosk when | got
there. | didn’'t even need change, just tapped out her number.

Tarrant

Caherslee

High Speed Internet Access
from 24.99 per month

Service Station & Shop
For All Your Fuels

$$$34 Tel. 066 — 71 21 193
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Any concern about the young lady in question answering the
phone in her not-so-private hall at home didn't really surface.
Somewhere over the past few years the kiosk disappeared and
more than one teenager I'm sure missed it when they needed it
one night.
Now of course, youngsters text
if they want to arrange a date.
This makes breaking up easy
too of course. (Talking about
“breaking up”: this is too com-
mon an occurrence still with
mobile phone signals. It's also
convenient to give that excuse
when you don’t want to hear
something of course.)
The ebb and flow of technol-
ogy is relentless. The flow is
obvious and the ebb is less so,
but as real for many gadgets
and capabilities. In ten years
time, or probably less, you will
see as many DVD players as
young lIrish priests. They will have become a distant memory,
and only articles like this will remind you of them. You'll be able
to download whatever movie you like wirelessly to your TV and
your fingerprint will satisfy the service provider that you are in-
deed over 18.
But will the TV set have survived? Miniaturization will mean that
the TV can be hung wherever you want in the house. The
miniaturization of course is related to the thinness of the display
and the fact that all the electronics will be distributed around the
frame and behind the display. The display will also probably be
expandable. It will become indistinguishable from any other pic-
ture on the wall, and probably can become any picture you want
it to be because it will also be your computer display. It will be
so seamless on your wall that it may seem like the wall is talk-
ing to you from time to time. The definition of the TV will be so
high that you will be able to create Manhattan on your wall while
you're having one.
Now, imagine you're in a busy diner in New York in August
2006 and you want to take an important phone call from Denny
St on your Nokia. Going outside is as useless as going outside
for a breath of fresh air, especially this time of the year. What's
that tall box in the corner of the diner? There’'s a guy inside it
having a chat on his phone, clearly raising his voice but you
can’'t hear anything. That's the re-birth of the Phone Booth, an
oasis of quiet in the frenzy of city life, so that you can make and
take calls without annoying the rest of humanity. You might
even pretend to make a call in there just to experience an island
of sound-proofed calm.
You'll see those phone kiosks in Tralee soon, probably in what
has replaced Horan’s on a Saturday night, an oasis of peace for
a young blonde as the slow-set starts.

Next month in :
Feature—Energy Saving Advice
as fuel prices and energy bills
continue to increase

Ballymac Bar

Boherbee, Tralee
Bar Food & Pool

Tel. 066 — 71 215 27
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The Car that can

park itself!

BMW'’s robotic parking system is
pretty much as good as it sounds.
Once you've placed a reflective
lens at the head of your space
and got out of the car, you just
press a button and it'll do all the
necessary adjusting of the
accelerator and steering wheel
until the car’s snugly in its space.

Judging by the video posted by
Wired on Youtube, it won't park
your car from round the block but
does look handy for spaces
where there isn’'t enough room to
open your door.

BMW expects the tech, which will
work via the existing iDrive
system and will eventually
manage parallel

parking, to be available by 2009.

This means it may get beaten to
the punch by Siemens’ ‘Park
Mate’ tech, which uses heat
sensors and radar to park your
wheels in any parking space. It's
expected to be on the streets by
2008.

Televisions

Just weeks after telling us it's
finished with plasma, Sony's
pulled up the curtain on these
new high definition-friendly LCD
TV's.

Tents and Camping

If you've suffered a long, dark,
spooky night without the blessing
of moonlight, you'll appreciate the
wondrous appeal of a tent with
solar powered lighting. The
Woods Solar Powered EZ-Tent is
a four-person camper's delight,
complete with solar panel and
LED lights.

Golf Club ‘Hummer’ Carts

The H3 isn’t just some miniature imitator of
General Motors’ not so mini original — it's
been given GM’s official badge of approval
and its own special vocation.

Smaller than the Hummer, that you may
have seen, the H3 has been designed
primarily for golf, to give the traditional cart
a bit of an edge.

After its launch at the London Golf Show,
orders for the ‘mega-cart’, from golf clubs
were very quick, apparently.

Sony—12GB’ thumb drives
Just when we thought USB keys where
headed the way of VHS, Golden Wonder
and the Dodo, Sony rides in to town with a
new mega capacity bunch.

Though the fresh MicroVault range tops

out at 4GB, Sony's included clever
compression software that should allow
you to pack in three times the usual
amount of data — so on the top model
you'll get room for 12GB of tunes, films or
you-name-its.

Aside from the compression shenanigans,
there’s nowt here to write postcards home
about. There are two ranges, the Midi and
Excellence. Opt for the lux of Excellence
and you'll be treated to slightly faster read/
write speeds and a gold option instead of
the pauper silver and black Midis.

You can get your hands on them later this
month for a price that's currently
unannounced. Capacities start at 512MB.

Sunday 20th August 2006 at 8 pm
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Ardfert Cathedral

A monastery was founded in Ardfert by St. Brendan ‘The Navigatathe 6th
Century. There are three medieval churches, an ogham stone and a némpe,
early Christian and medieval grave slabs on the site todayedrtiest building is
the Cathedral which dates from the 12th to the 17th Centuriess l& fine exam-
ple of a Romanesque west doorway, a m

nificent 13th Century east window.

And a spectacular row of nine lancets i
the south wall. The battlements were add¢d My heartis always happy and light.
in the 15th Century. The pre-12th Centu
block of masonry is visible in the north

wall.

There is also evidence of a round tower @n
the site. Much of the site has been exam-

ined by archaeologists and a visitors

centre / tour of the site is available to th

public.

My Lovely Tralee

Tralee oh Tralee my lovely Tralee
You are everything there is to me
With your supreme splendour and stylg
You never fail to raise my broad smile.

You give a new meaning to the word hore
You're nicer than London, Paris or Rom
In life I'll ne’er leave your blessed sod

It must be to you that God gave the noq.

D

You're my heaven on earth that's for sulle
With you're classic beauty crystal clear pfire

In other places I've felt old and blue
But here | always feel young and new.

How I love your people gentle and kind

b Their likes | nowhere else shall find
ow | love your streets, smells and sourids

Grandiose grandeur gleams and aboungs.

J- By night or day whether wet or dry
In Tralee | always feel on a high
The air is fresh, the mood is bright

Why do winds of freshness always blov
And waters of gladness always flow
I'll never know the truth to tell
Tralee is the town | love so well.

by Jerry Daly
e
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Population of Kerry 1926—2006

According to the Preliminary Report by the Central
Statistics Office (CSO) on Census 2006 Co. Kerry has the 8th highest
population per county in Ireland and this position is unchanged since 2002.

COUNTY %CHANGE POPULATION
Dublin + 5.6% 1,186,159
Cork + 7.4% 480,909
Galway +10.5% 231,036
Kildare +13.5% 186,075
Limerick + 4.9% 183,863
Meath +21.4% 162,621
Donegal + 6.8% 146,956
Kerry + 5.3% 139,616

However within Co. Kerry there has been an interesting change. This is evident
in looking at the Constituency divisions within the county.

CONSTITUENCY 2002 2006 %CHANGE
Kerry North 66,393 69,384 +4.5
Kerry South 66,134 70,232 +6.2

History of Population Change in Co. Kerry since 192 6

In 1926 the population of Co. Kerry was 149,121. Co. Kerry was at that stage
the county with the 6th highest population in the country. Interestingly the order
was Dublin; Cork; Mayo; Galway; Donegal and Kerry. As you can see in Fig. 1
above things have changed since 1926.

Co. Kerry's population declined throughout the years of the 20th Century to a
low of 112,772 in 1971. In 1971 Kerry was 5th highest per county in Ireland.
The biggest drop in population in Co. Kerry occurred between 1926 and 1936 i.
e. -9,337. The greatest increase occurred between 1971 and 1981 i.e. +9,998.
The trend since 1971 has been in favour of growth and increase however in
1991 a decrease was recorded.

AVERAGE ANNUAL RATES PER 1,000 of
AVERAGE POPULATION

2002—2006
County Kerry
Births Deaths |Natural Increase |Net Migration*
12.8 8.7 4.1 8.9
Ireland
Births Deaths |Natural Increase |Net Migration*
15.0 7.0 8.1 11.4

According to the statistics Co. Kerry has one of the lowest average birth rates

in Ireland presently. Kildare is the highest average with 18.6 per 1000. With

regard to death rates Leitrim has the highest average with 11.0 per 1000 and

Kerry is in joint 4th highest along with Cavan; Galway County; Cork City.

Natural Increase in Co. Kerry 4th lowest in the country.

Net Migration (* estimate) Highest +35.7 Meath & Lowest -15.0 Limerick City.
Information from — www.cso.ie
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Public Lighting
In the last few weeks | have noticed that [th
ESB have been fixing, replacing gnc

indeed. did conduct a survey of
public street lights and published the results i
the May edition [Vol. 1 No. 2]. On the
occasion of the survey up to 10% of the publi
lights were malfunctioning or not working |at
all. At least now, the situation should have
improved. will continue to
monitor the situation.

If you have problems of this kind in your arpa
do let us know.Tel. 087—76 152 76 or
email: editor@traleetimes.com or enter you
comment in ouFEEDBACK page on
www.traleetimes.com
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