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Also now on  www.traleetimes.ie  &  www.traleetimes .eu 
You can now access all information about Tralee Times and it’s contents on either of the above addresses too. Our aim is to continually im-
prove our services for you the reader. Keep sending your requests for information and any thoughts, ideas or concerns you would like pub-
lished. Thank you, Editor. Contact details on page 3 

Anti-Social Behaviour 
A major issue that each of us cannot ignore. Each of us must play our 
part in trying to at least reduce the instance of this in our locality. The 
simplest way of helping to stamp out this behaviour is to report inci-
dents immediately. Don’t leave it to someone else to do so. Draconian 
measures may have to be introduced to get the message to those 
whose behaviour is a constant cause for concern and disruption to so-
ciety. p. 14 
 
Kerry Deaf Adult Learning Conference 
Saturday 21st October 2006 in the Institute of Technology, North 
Campus. Page 21. 
General Election time looming p.15 
People Power and Parking Issues p. 4 
Security in the Home p. 14 
Tralee Film Club—New Season p 17 
Unwanted Junk Mail p. 19 
Useful Local Contact Directory p. 12 and 13 

Kerry Education Service (KES)  5 Year Plan 
This month Kerry VEC launches it’s 5 Year Plan 2006—2010. 
Under the terms of the Vocational Education (Amendment) Act, 2001 
each VEC is responsible for preparing and submitting for the approval 
of the Committee, a plan which sets out for a period of five years the 
objectives and the priorities of the VEC and the measures to be 
adopted by the Committee to achieve the identified objectives. Other 
important provisions in the Act include the modernisation of reporting 
and accountability structures. The objectives of Kerry Education Ser-
vice (Co. Kerry VEC) are set out in this Plan for the years 2006-2010. 
For further information logon to  www.cokerryed.ie. or on request 
from Kerry Education Service, Riverside House, Dan Spring Road, 
Tralee, Co. Kerry. 
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�����������	�� is a  FREE   
magazine published monthly and distributed to all areas 
of Tralee via shops, petrol stations, offices etc. 
 
�����������	� also has an accompanying website  

www.traleetimes.com .  
Each edition of ������� ����	� is available in PDF For-
mat on the website. 
 
������� ����	� is a local publication serving our commu-
nity throughout the town and environs. The content of 
������� ����	� is driven by requests for information by 
you the readers and also the inclusion of current topical 
issues. 
������� ����	� is committed to bringing you news, infor-
mation and articles that are interesting, relevant and 
thought provoking.  
 
I f there is an article you wish to contribute, or  some-
thing you would like to see included, or if you wish to 
send an e-mail, letter or text etc. please get in touch.  
�����������	� will try to facilitate you as best we can. 
 
You may even have an interesting photograph that you 
may like to see included in ������  ����	 , let us know 
about it.  

 
Email your photos’ to :  

editor@traleetimes.com 
 
There may be an event or meeting or community event 
that you wish to publicize, we can do that for you too. 
Sports Clubs or Organisations can include information 
for FREE in �����������	 .  
 
I f you have a story you would like to have published, do 
let us know, Tralee Times will help. 
 
�����������	� began as a 6 page magazine in  
April 2006 and this issue, September 2006 contained 24 
pages. This is due to the increased demand for  
information and articles by you the reader.  
������� ����	� will continue to do its best  to facilitate 
the requirements of you the readers. 
  
������� ����	� has introduced colour to it’s pages and 
will add more colour in future issues. This will facilitate 
advertisers and make the product more appealing to read-
ers also. 

 
I t is through advertising that ������� ����	� is being 
made available to you each month. ������� ����	� thanks 
all those who are currently advertising in the magazine. 
Please support our advertisers. 
 
 
Sponsor A Page 
You or your business/trade can now avail of the opportu-
nity to sponsor a page in Tralee Times. Not only will 
your advert be on the page but also on the banner at the 
top of the page and no other advertising will appear on 
that page. Contact us for details. 
 
 
Advertising Rates 
Our monthly advertising rates are a bargain. Our cost are 
the lowest locally. 
From as little as � 12.50 per issue, you can advertise in 
�����������	  .  
Contact us with your advertising requirements. 
 

 
Contact Details  

�
�����������	�

Hillview Drive 
Caherslee 

Tralee 
Co. Kerry 

 
       Tel. Or Text:  087—76 152 76 
       E-mail:   editor@traleetimes.com  
       or           leonardodonnell@eircom.net 
       Web:      www.traleetimes.com 
 
Thank you, 
Leonard O’ Donnell 
Editor 
October 2006 
 

�����������	 �
www.traleetimes.com 

Deadline for Advertising and inclusion 
of articles for the November Issue of  

�
�����������	��

is  
Friday, October 27th 2006 



Large Scale Multi-Storey  
Buildings 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
In last month’s edition of your excellent 
magazine, I read with great interest a let-
ter sent in by a Mr. Billy McElligott on 
the planning and building of high-rise de-
voplments in Tralee. As a student engi-
neer, lecturers and other engineers tell us 
that the construction industry in Tralee 
and else where in the country is based on 
demand for accommodation. People need 
a place to live. Such developments are a 
vital part of our economy but because of 
our disgraceful representation on Tralee 
Town Council these buildings are getting 
planning with out anybody knowing ex-
cept the Town Council. I would suggest 
that planning of such building be more 
open and transparent. The intelligent and 
thinking people of the town can then give 
advise these councilors on the proper way 
to deal with the planning of these build-
ings. 
 
Yours sincerely 
SHANE O’SULLIVAN 

Stop Signs and Stop Lines 
and Illegal Parking 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I note with interest that you have raised 
three issues of concern to me and many 
other residents of the Caherslee area, in 
previous editions of �����������	 , that 
have still to be dealt with by the appropri-
ate authorities. 
1. That taxis and hackneys are still 

blatantly ignoring the parking laws 
at the junction of Pembroke Street 
and Rock Street, particularly at 
night. 

2. That at the exit of some of the resi-
dential areas of Caherslee not only 
has no stop sign been erected but 
neither have stop lines. 

3. That the exits from some of the 
residential areas of Caherslee are 
very difficult to negotiate since 
vehicles are parked, illegally, too 
close and hinder any view of on-
coming traffic. 

4. Another issue of concern is the 
speed of some vehicles on the 
main Caherslee road. Since the 
new link-road is now open perhaps 
something can be done to remedy 
this problem. 

 
Thank you in anticipation of publishing 
this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
(Name and Address with Editor)  

Contact Directory 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Thank you indeed for including the 
Contact Directory in the September 
Issue of Tralee Times. Very helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
John McMahon 

Expansion of Public /  
Private Bus Service—POLL 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
Thank you for highlighting this issue 
as it is of great interest to me and my 
neighbours. Traffic in Tralee is diffi-
cult to negotiate and we would wel-
come an alternative means of getting 
into the town centre. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Edmund Ryan 

POLL RESULTS  
TO DATE 

Bus Service Expansion of Routes 
 
To date 143 people have taken part 
in the POLL on the ������� ����	�
website—www.traleetimes.com. 
Do you agree that there should be 
an extension of a Public Bus 
Service in Tralee and its envi-
rons ? 

YES  = 141 (98.6%) 
NO    =   2 (1.3%) 

 
Some of the reasons for voting YES 
include: 
· Living to far from town  
           centre 
· Traffic congestion 
· Weather 
· Giving the elderly access to 

town 
· Parking charges in town 
· Lack of parking spaces in 

town 
 
Some of the reasons for voting NO 
include: 
· Plenty of taxis available 
· The current bus service can 

barely keep to it’s timetable 

Keep sending your VOTE and 
comments via the  

website—it’s easy and free. 
Just logon to  

www.traleetimes.com 
 
If any reader(s) wish to contact  
������� ����	� with ideas for other 
POLLS we will gladly facilitate them. 
Editor 
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Comment 
Congratulations are due to Tralee Town Council / Kerry 
County Council (one never seems to know which!) on 
the fine surfacing works carried out in the Rock Street 
area (including Stacks Villas and Balloonagh Cross) of 
Tralee over the past month. This work was long overdue 
and is very welcome. 
Resurfacing 
However, there are still areas where road resurfacing is 
required.  
The Moyderwell to Ballymullen road along by the Li-
brary. 
The Caherslee main road has developed many problems 
since it was last resurfaced in 2000. From Balloonagh 
Cross to Mounthawk Roundabout there are approx. 25 
instances along the route where the surface has degraded 
to the extent that is very uneven at these points. This 
situation has not been helped by the fact that there are 
approx. a dozen instances where trenches have been dug 
across the road and have not been reinstated correctly. 
Man-holes have had to be repaired on a number of occa-
sions and a few are still a cause of subsidence and are a 
danger to motor vehicles and cyclists in particular. A 
survey carries out in September 2005 indicated that at 
peak traffic times up to 1000 vehicles have used this 
stretch of road with the consequent wear and tear.  
Safety 
Users of Forge Cross, (i.e. junction Listowel Road on 
route to the ITT) are well aware of the difficulties in ne-
gotiating this junction which also has the potential to 
become a major accident black spot. At particular times 
of the day traffic accessing the Listowel road from the 
ITT have tremendous difficulties. Traffic coming from 
the Listowel direction is not being forewarned enough of 
the dangers that this junction poses. Immediate action 
should be taken to widen this road at this point and to 
erect more than adequate advance warning of the junc-
tion ahead, in both directions. Traffic calming and in-
creased visibility for motorists is also required here. 
As highlighted in the July Issue of ������  ����	 , the 
volumes of traffic using the new link road has increased 
the traffic volumes accessing the Listowel Road from the 
Killeen Road. Yet there has been no commencement of 
the works, as promised, to install traffic calming or traf-
fic signals at this junction. This is an extremely busy 
junction and such action to alleviate difficulties and im-
prove safety for motorists and residents of the area, is 
overdue. 
Residents Pay The Price! 
I do not see how residents of many estates in or near the 
town centre should have to pay to park their vehicles 
outside their own doors.  
������� ����	� has raised this concern in the April 2006 
Issue. Residents who have lived in these areas for so 
many years are now being asked to ‘fork-out’ money to 
park there. This is just another form of stealth tax 
Thankfully, for the time being this situation has been 
resolved. 
However, hazards are caused by unscrupulous motorists 
who abandon their vehicle in these areas for the day. The 
hazard is the difficulties posed when emergency vehicles 
may need to access the areas in question, not to mind the 
inconvenience caused to residents and visitors to these 
areas. 
Parking 
We have suggested using redundant factory parking ar-
eas as public parking areas. We have suggested penalis-
ing the owners of illegally parked vehicles—tow them 
away! We have suggested expanding  the one-way sys-
tems around the town centre. We have suggested park-
and-ride facilities be put in place.  
The parking problems will not go away without some 
positive action being taken, now! 

 www.traleetimes.com—Tel. 087-76 152 76—editor@traleetimes.com 



A way to brake reckless or otherwise less 
than sensible drivers 
In parts of Australia the following methods are employed to discourage 
reckless and unsafe driving. 
Almost every suburban street has them, the reckless drivers whose 
driving leaves residents muttering, "They're going to kill someone," or 
words to that effect. That fear is realised week after week in Victoria, 
where young drivers and their passengers are over represented among 
the dead and injured on the roads. So widespread is the tragedy that 
"anti-reckless driving legislation" [anti-hoon] is likely to have strong 
public support. As Police Minister Andre Haermeyer said, "Nobody 
has any tolerance for people who drive cars in a reckless manner and 
put lives at risk." 
Laws that allow for hoons' cars [reckless drivers cars] to be confiscated 
have applied in NSW since 1996 and in Queensland for the past two 
years. Similar laws have just come into force in Western Australia and 
Tasmania. These laws cover offences such as street racing, displays of 
acceleration, burn-outs and excessive noise. The laws are being applied 
with some zeal, particularly in Queensland, where the confiscation rate 
is about 700 cars a year. 
Victoria could have anti-hooning [anti-reckless driving] laws within 
months, with the Opposition's support. Yet the Government and Oppo-
sition deserve credit for not rushing to adopt populist policy: both see 
the need to protect civil liberties and minimise the risk of unintended 
consequences - when, for example, a reckless driver drives someone 
else's car or a car on which other family members depend. Perhaps the 

key issue is that a draconian law can be justified only if it does indeed 
discourage dangerous driving and reduce the road death toll. 
A review by the State Government's Ministerial Road Safety Council 
will need to consider all these matters and learn from interstate experi-
ence. Tasmania employs a more sophisticated approach than "zero tol-
erance" by providing for a 48-hour vehicle impoundment for a first 
offence, three months for a second and indefinitely for a third. For 
some drivers who are guilty of youthful recklessness (if we are honest, 
that has probably included many of us), a first warning may bring them 
to their senses. 
Road safety is a complex, never-ending challenge, which demands a 
broad range of approaches - from improved education of learner driv-
ers and tighter restrictions on P-platers [L-plates] to a constant focus on 
improving community attitudes (which is regrettably undermined by 
some car advertisements). 
The most intractable road safety problem is presented by drivers with 
attitudes so reckless that they are impervious to all campaigns, fines 
and licence penalties. For these drivers, whose love for their cars is 
equalled only by their contempt for others, confiscation may be the 
only effective deterrent. A car in the wrong hands is as deadly as a gun. 
Anyone who recklessly fires a gun in public can expect to lose that 
weapon because of the threat to community safety. It seems reasonable 
to apply the same principle to hoons [reckless-drivers] and their cars. 
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85 Rock Street, Tralee 
 

Tel.: 066—71 948 37 
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Carpenter-Joiner 
Cabinet Maker 
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Ladies & Gents 
 

Hairdressers 
 

The Mart  
Complex 

Caherslee 
 

Free Parking 
 

Monday – Saturday 
�
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Visit www.traleetimes.com and leave a comment on the FEEDBACK  
page. Also see every issue of �����������	� in our Archive Section 
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Be Vigilant! 
Keep an eye on your elderly and/or vulnerable neighbours  

during these long and dark evenings. 

JOKE of The MONTH 
 
When Michael O'Leary takes over Aer 
Lingus, there will be no pilots; all 
planes will be remote controlled. When 
there is an emergency and the single 
shamrock St. Michael is taking a sudden 
dip over Dublin Bay a voice will come 
over the intercom saying, 'Whoops, la-
dies and gentlemen, relax! I am in Chel-
tenham. Thought I had a winner!!!' 
 
Erskine McGough, Tralee. 
 
Email your joke and get it published! 



Energy Saving Tips 
Electricity  

 
Energy is vital to nearly all aspects of 
our daily lives - but we rarely stop to 
think about how or why we use it. As the 
price of energy continues to rise, now is 
the ideal time to consider what you can 
do to be more energy efficient. The good 
news is that there are many simple ways 
to use energy more efficiently that will 
save money and benefit the environ-
ment. 

ELECTRICITY SAVINGS 
Lighting: 
Turn the lights off when leaving a room. 
Use "task" lighting rather than whole 
room lighting when a small amount of 
light is required. 
Regularly clean light fittings, reflectors 
and lampshades.  
Timers:  
Use the timer on your immersion heater. 
This should supply you with enough hot 
water as and when you need it. 
Electric Shower:  
Take a shower rather than a bath. A typi-
cal shower uses only one fifth of the en-
ergy of a full bath. 
Computer: 
Configure your computer to "energy sav-
ing" mode in which it will automatically 
change to the state of low consumption. 
Switching off the screen can save even 
more than just letting the screen saver 
run. 
Turning your computer off at night in-
stead of leaving it on will save on aver-
age 25% of its annual energy bill.  Re-
member you should turn off your com-
puter whenever you are not going to use 
it for more than an hour.  
Television: A television in standby 
mode can use up to as much as half the 
electricity as when it is switched on. 
Fridge/Freezers: 
Don't let frost build up in the freezer 
compartment as this increases energy 
consumption. Remember to defrost and 
clean the inside of your refrigerator and 
freezer at least every 6 months and 
make sure they are positioned in a cool 
place, not next to the cooker or boiler or 
where possible not in the path of direct 
sunlight. 
Check that the door seals on the refrig-
erator and freezer are tight fitting - the 
seals hold a 5 euro note in place when 
the door is closed. 
Don't put warm or hot food straight into 
the freezer - let it cool down first.  
Cooking: 
Put lids on pots and turn down the heat 
when the water starts to boil. The lids 
not only keep heat in the pot but also 
reduce condensation in the kitchen. 
At a certain point in cooking, turn off 
electric rings and use their residual heat. 

Lots of energy saving cooking devices 
are under used: like slow casseroles, 
insulated deep fat fryers, microwave ov-
ens and pressure cookers. They can 
save both energy and time - with better 
results!  
Microwaves:  
In a microwave oven, arrange unevenly 
shaped items with the thickest portion to 
the outside. Stir or turn the food over to 
speed up cooking time. Remember a 
microwave is more efficient than a 
cooker for reheating food.   
Electric Ovens: 
The oven is expensive to use - try to use 
it as sparingly and efficiently as possible. 
Where possible use it for more than just 
one item and remember you can cook at 
a higher temperature at the top of the 
oven, and simultaneously at a lower 
temperature at the bottom. 
Do not open the over door to check 
cooking - every time you do so you lose 
20% of the accumulated heat.  
Toasters & Kettles: 
The toaster is more energy efficient than 
the grill for toasting bread. 
When making tea or coffee, boil only the 
amount of water required (but make sure 
the heating elements of electric kettles 
are covered!).  
Tumble Dryers: 
When drying clothes in a dryer, dry 
heavy articles separately from light arti-
cles and turn the dryer off as soon as the 
clothes are dry - don't over dry the 
clothes! 
Washing Machines:  
The washing cycle selected on a wash-
ing machine should have the lowest wa-
ter temerature required for the items be-
ing washed. A full load of washing is 
more energy efficient that two half loads. 
Use a cold rinse for your clothes. 
Dishwashers:  
Stop the dishwasher before the drying 
cycle and open the door to let the dishes 
air dry and always use the economy but-
ton where possible.   
Electric Blankets: 
Switch on electric blankets no more than 
half an hour before you go to bed and 
switch off just before you get into bed. 
 
When purchasing, you should consider 
the following: 
Appliances: 
Be demanding when you buy, check the 
energy labels on appliances. Purchase 
‘A’ rated appliances whenever possible, 
they can save their replacement cost 
over their lifetime and benefit the envi-
ronment. 
Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs): 
These use a fraction of the electricity 
and last up to 10 times longer than ordi-
nary light-bulbs - could you install more 
in your home? 
 

Electric Heaters: 
When buying heaters, make sure they 
are the right size for the rooms they are 
to heat. Remember that electric heaters 
consume electricity at the most expen-
sive charge rate. 

 
 

 www.traleetimes.com—Tel. 087-76 152 76—editor@traleetimes.com 

�
�#��%���8��������

�
�
�
�
�
�
���>�,���#�
?:�����61��:���!�

 
 
 

� � � � � � � � �� �

 

Advertise in  
�����������	  
Printed in Tralee 

  Page 6                                                               Energy Savings                                                   October 2006 

WINDSURFING 
SURFING 
DINGHYS 

YACHTING 
WAKEBOARDING 

KITESURFING 
 

Contact: Graham 
Tel. 066—71 21 530    

or   71 22 7 44 
Mobile:  

086—8188908 
Abbey Street,  

Tralee 

�������� & ������������ MARINE 
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Tel. 087—641 330 1  
Or 066—711 79 17 
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Wind Farm Activity—Europe  
Wind energy has made a strong footprint in the European 
Union, with generating capacity close to targets set for 
2010, the EU statistics agency has said. 
The EU commission is aiming for wind energy to produce 
40 gigawatts by 2010, which will help in the fight against 
climate change. 
Two years ago, wind power capacity reached 33.6 giga-
watts, according to Eurostat. 
Although wind power capacity has jumped by over 150 per 
cent since 2000, according to Eurostat data, it produces 
less than five per cent of the EU's total power production. 
Fossil fuels produce over half of the 25-nation trading 
bloc's energy. 
Nuclear power plants produce 19 per cent, with hydroelec-
tric power plants contributing 18 per cent. 
Total electricity generating capacity in the EU stood at al-
most 704 gigawatts, up six per cent from 2000. 
Germany is the EU's leading wind energy producer, gener-
ating 16.6 gigawatts, or 13 per cent of energy production, 
in 2004. 
In Ireland there are currently 35 on-shore and one offshore 
wind energy projects in operation in the Republic of Ireland 
with a total installed capacity of 230.8 Megawatts. 
There is now a very strong case for a much greater and 
urgent need in the roll-out of wind farms and wave energy 
farms in Ireland. It is most likely that the current lull in the 
price of oil is only a temporary reprieve for consumers. 

Oil Prices—Petrol at the Pump 
Invariably the price of petrol  at the pump increases rapidly when the 
price of oil increases, but pump prices are slow to fall back if the 
price of oil drops. The best advice for you the consumer is—shop 
around and complain at the petrol station. 
In the May Issue a survey [from 15th May] of petrol prices in Tralee 
for �����������	� revealed that: 
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October 2006: If you are paying more than between � 0.99 
and � 1.02 for petrol/diesel then you need to shop around !�������
���������� ���������� �������������������
In September ������� ����	� did an article on the price of oil—a bar-
rel of oil contains approx. 159 litres. The price of a barrel, even at c. 
$70 [$1 = � 0.7892] or � 55.244 reveals that the price per litre  
= � 0.3474 of the oil, in a barrel. 
At an average of � 109.65 per litre X 159 litres (barrel) = � 174.3435 
per barrel (after processing, transport, wages, tax, excise and VAT) 
 
The following information comes from:  
 
The Irish Petroleum Industry Association (IPIA)  
In the Republic of Ireland, Tax (Excise Duty and VAT) is by far the single 
largest component of the pump price. 
For 2006, the excise duty on unleaded petrol is set at 44.27 cent per litre 
(excluding VAT). The levy imposed by the National Oil Reserves Agency 
(NORA) on petrol and diesel is 0.48 cents per litre. After excise and the 
NORA levy has been imposed, VAT is then added. The rate in 2006 is 21%. 
When pump prices are 125 cents per litre, the total tax element is 66 cents. 
Because Excise Duty is set at a fixed rate per litre and VAT is added as a 
percentage on top of this, the precise percentage of the price that is tax alters 
slightly as the pump price changes in the marketplace.  
 
Therefore, the conclusion is that excise duty and VAT i.e. Revenue 
(the Department of Finance) is the major beneficiary of the price you 
pay at the pump. The higher the price at the pump the greater the 
VAT paid. 

The Future of Fuel 
The fields of Europe could soon 
take on a shimmering silver col-
our as farmers grow giant 
grasses to try to mitigate the 
effects of global warming. 
The latest studies suggest one 
form of elephant grass would 
make a productive "energy crop" 
to be burnt in power stations to 
generate electricity. 
Scientists told a Dublin confer-
ence the 4m-high Miscanthus 
needs little fertiliser to produce 
very high yields. 
A breeding programme would 
improve its economics still fur-
ther, they said. 
"There's no reason why in 10 
years' time this shouldn't be 
widely exploited," commented 
Professor Mike Jones, an Irish 
expert on plants and climate. 
"If we grew Miscanthus on 10% 
of suitable land in [the 15-
member] Europe, then we could 
generate 9% of the gross electric-
ity production," he told the Brit-
ish Association's Festival of Sci-
ence. 
Hectares and barrels 
Burning biomass is broadly neu-
tral in terms of its emissions of 
carbon dioxide, the major gas 
thought responsible for warming 
the planet. 
"As the plant grows it is drawing 
carbon dioxide out of the air," 
explained Professor Steve Long, 
from the University of Illinois, 
US. "When you burn it, you put 
that carbon dioxide back, so the 
net effect on atmospheric CO2 is 
zero. 
"Whereas, if you take coal out of 
the ground and burn it, you are 
adding a net gain of carbon to the 
atmosphere." 
Professor Long has been cultivat-
ing a hybrid of two Miscanthus 
species on plots in his home state. 
The project has managed to 
achieve yields of 60 tonnes of dry 
material per hectare. 
This is a considerable improve-
ment on the trials that have been 
conducted in Europe, where a 
typical yield is some 12 tonnes 
per hectare. 
But even this lower production is 
significant. Researchers here said 
in energy content this would re-
place about 36 barrels of crude 
oil. And with a barrel currently 
priced around $60, such a yield 
would have a potential value of 
about $2,160 per hectare. 
Growing interest 
"Biomass crops have always been 
viewed as something that can 
only make a tiny contribution to 
mitigating rising carbon dioxide," 
said Professor Long. 
"The point we want to make is 
that it could actually make a ma-
jor contribution and it doesn't re-
quire big technological break-
throughs to do that." 

Farmers are increasingly being 
drawn to the idea. One of its at-
tractions is that harvesting takes 
place at times of the year when 
machinery in not being used on 
food crops. 
Added Professor Jones: "This is 
definitely being taken seriously in 
the UK, where the Department 
for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs is now funding a major 
breeding programme." 
One farmers' cooperative also 
plans to cultivate 10,000 hectares 
for burning over the next three 
years. [BBC News] 
 
Riding the Wave of the 
Future 
Mario de Queiroz 
Atlantic Ocean waves are to light 
up 1,500 homes in the north of 
Portugal. The first 2.25 mega-
watts of electricity produced from 
wave power will be brought 
ashore at Aguçadoura, on the 
northern coast, as of October. 
A submarine cable will bring the 
electrical energy ashore, and will 
feed directly into the national dis-
tribution grid controlled by the 
state-run Energias de Portugal 
(EDP) company.  
The Portuguese wave farm was 
planned and built offshore, eight 
kilometres from the beach at 
Aguçadoura, by Ocean Power 
Delivery (OPD), a Scottish firm 
which, Barros said, "has operated 
in this market since 1997, and has 
achieved a level of know-how 
that is unrivalled in the world." 
The first assembly phase was car-
ried out in naval shipyards at Pen-
iche, 120 kilometres north of Lis-
bon. Three enormous "Pelamis" 
tubes were assembled, 142 metres 
long and 3.5 metres in diameter, 
which have been installed eight 
kilometres from the coast to cap-
ture wave energy, to be transmit-
ted to the mainland via submarine 
cables. 
There the semi-submerged tubes 
float, and rise, fall and rock. Each 
Pelamis cylinder is divided into 
three sections, and works as a 
wave energy converter module. 
Inside the modules there is a sys-
tem of high-pressure hydraulic 
pumps, which are activated by the 
wave-generated movement of the 
tubular structure. 
The hydraulic action starts the 
three generators, each of which 
can produce 750 kilowatts of 
electrical energy when operating 
optimally. This is first accumu-
lated, and then transmitted by 
submarine cables to the mainland, 
where it is fed into the EDP grid.. 
 Inter Press Service- Rome, Italy. 
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A History of 
Halloween 
Halloween is an annual 
celebration, but just what 
is it actually a celebration 
of? And how did this pe-
culiar custom originate? Is 
it, as some claim, a kind of 
demon worship? Or is it 
just a harmless vestige of 
some ancient pagan ritual?  
T h e  w o r d  i t s e l f , 
"Halloween," actually has 
its origins in the Catholic 
Church. It comes from a 
contracted corruption of 
All Hallows Eve. Novem-
ber 1, "All Hollows 
Day" (or "All Saints 
Day"), is a Catholic day of 
observance in honor of 
saints. But, in the 5th cen-
tury BC, in Celtic Ireland, 
summer officially ended 
on October 31. The holi-
day was called Samhain, 
the Celtic New year.  
One story says that, on 
that day, the disembodied 
spirits of all those who had 
died throughout the pre-
ceding year would come 
back in search of living 
bodies to possess for the 
next year. It was believed 
to be their only hope for 
the afterlife. The Celts be-
lieved all laws of space 
and time were suspended 
during this time, allowing 
the spirit world to inter-
mingle with the living.  
Naturally, the still-living 
did not want to be pos-
sessed. So on the night of 
October 31, villagers 
would extinguish the fires 
in their homes, to make 
them cold and undesirable. 
They would then dress up 
in all manner of ghoulish 
costumes and noisily pa-
r a d e d  a r o u n d  t h e 
neighborhood, being as 
destructive as possible in 
order to frighten away 
spirits looking for bodies 
to possess.  
Probably a better explana-
tion of why the Celts ex-
tinguished their fires was 
not to discourage spirit 
possession, but so that all 
the Celtic tribes could re-
light their fires from a 
common source, the Dru-
idic fire that was kept 
burning in the Middle of 
Ireland, at Usinach.  
Some accounts tell of how 

the Celts would burn 
someone at the stake who 
was thought to have al-
ready been possessed, as 
sort of a lesson to the spir-
its. Other accounts of 
Celtic history debunk 
these stories as myth.  
The Romans adopted the 
Celtic practices as their 
own. But in the first cen-
tury AD, Samhain was 
assimilated into celebra-
tions of some of the other 
Roman traditions that took 
place in October, such as 
their day to honor 
Pomona, the Roman god-
dess of fruit and trees. The 
symbol of Pomona is the 
apple, which might ex-
plain the origin of our 
modern tradition of bob-
bing for apples on Hallow-
een.  
The thrust of the practices 
also changed over time to 
become more ritualized. 
As belief in spirit posses-
sion waned, the practice of 
dressing up like hobgob-
lins, ghosts, and witches 
took on a more ceremonial 
role.  
The custom of Halloween 
was brought to America in 
the 1840's by Irish immi-
grants fleeing their coun-
try's potato famine. At that 
time, the favorite pranks in 
New England included 
tipping over outhouses and 
unhinging fence gates.  
The custom of trick-or-
treating is thought to have 
originated not with the 
Irish Celts, but with a 
ninth-century European 
custom called souling. On 
November 2, All Souls 
Day, early Christians 
would walk from village 
to village begging for 
"soul cakes," made out of 
square pieces of bread 
with currants. The more 
soul cakes the beggars 
would receive, the more 
prayers they would prom-
ise to say on behalf of the 
dead relatives of the do-
nors. At the time, it was 
believed that the dead re-
mained in limbo for a time 
after death, and that 
prayer, even by strangers, 
could expedite a soul's 
passage to heaven.  
The Jack-o-lantern custom 
probably comes from Irish 

folklore. As the tale is 
told, a man named Jack, 
who was notorious as a 
drunkard and trickster, 
tricked Satan into climb-
ing a tree. Jack then 
carved an image of a cross 
in the tree's trunk, trapping 
the devil up the tree. Jack 
made a deal with the devil 
that, if he would never 
tempt him again, he would 
promise to let him down 
the tree.  
According to the folk tale, 
after Jack died, he was 
denied entrance to Heaven 
because of his evil ways, 
but he was also denied 
access to Hell because he 
had tricked the devil. In-
stead, the devil gave him a 
single ember to light his 
way through the frigid 
darkness. The ember was 
placed inside a hollowed-
out turnip to keep it glow-
ing longer.  
The Irish used turnips as 
their "Jack's lanterns" 
originally. But when the 
immigrants came to Amer-
ica, they found that pump-
kins were far more plenti-
ful than turnips. So the 
Jack-O-Lantern in Amer-
ica was a hollowed-out 
pumpkin, lit with an em-
ber.  
So, although some cults 
may have adopted Hallow-
een as their favorite 
"holiday," the day itself 
did not grow out of evil 
practices. It grew out of 
the rituals of Celts cele-
brating a new year, and 
out of Medieval prayer 
rituals of Europeans. And 
today,  even  man y 
churches have Halloween 
parties or pumpkin carving 
events for the kids. After 
all, the day itself is only as 
evil as one cares to make 
it! 

Parents Halloween Zone 
-Children should always go out in groups and younger 
children should be accompanied by an adult 
-Parents should ensure that their children know that 
they should not enter anyone’s house or accept lifts in 
cars 
-Parents should explain to children that they should not 
do anything to upset or annoy people 
-Some masks can obstruct a child’s vision, which could 
be dangerous especially if crossing roads. Children 
should perhaps have their faces painted instead of 
wearing masks 
-Parents and children also need to be aware of the ef-
fect that some of these masks & face paintings can 
have on people who open their front doors to them 
-Children should carry torches and only walk down well 
lit streets 
-Children should wear visible clothing and perhaps 
have reflective tape on their costumes 
-Parents and children should try to avoid calling on the 
elderly and vulnerable members of the community 

 Garda Warning on the 
Dangers Of Fireworks 

 
As in previous years during the "run-up" to Hal-
loween, Gardai have issued a warning about the 
serious dangers associated with using fireworks. 
Each year many children and young persons suf-
fer terrible injuries caused by fireworks, includ-
ing burns, loss of limbs and serious eye injuries. 
It should be borne in mind that the sale, posses-
sion or use of fireworks in this country is illegal. 
It should be also noted that it is illegal to possess 
any fireworks that may have been legally pur-
chased outside of the jurisdiction and then 
brought into the State. Many of the fireworks 
that are offered for sale illegally here have not 
passed any quality control tests and are possibly 
defective. 
The Gardai will confiscate any fireworks found 
in the possession of persons and such persons are 
also liable to prosecution. In addition there is a 
specific offence under law for throwning any 
ignited fireworks in public places. 
The only exception to these laws is where a 
'professional' type firework display is authorised 
under permit. 
Apart from the risk of injury, fireworks can 
cause great distress and annoyance to elderly 
residents. They can set off Intruder alarms, caus-
ing unnecessary extra demands on Garda re-
sources. They can also cause great distress to 
family pets and animals. Finally, there always 
the possibility of outbreaks of fire in property if 
fireworks such as 'rockets' continue to burn after 
landing. 
We ask that parents be responsible in ensuring 
that their children do not cause injury to either 
themselves or others on Halloween night. If you 
discover that your children have possession of 
bangers/fireworks please take same from them. 
If anybody has information relating to the illegal 
sale of fireworks they should contact their local 
Garda Station or  use the  

Garda Confidential Line: 1800 - 666 - 111.  

‘As a well-spent day 
brings happy sleep, 

so life well used 
brings happy death.’ 

 
Leonardo da Vinci 
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Ireland Today 
Electricity  prices rose by 50% for domestic customers 
since 2002. One international study showed that Irish 
domestic users are paying 46% more than their UK 
counterparts. Ireland has the highest priced electricity in 
the EU 15. 
Today one-quarter of all children who started school  
last month are in classes of 30-plus. 
It is a fact that 1 in 8 of 18-24 year olds left school early. 
More than 1,600 schools have no National Educational 
Psychological Service (NEPS) – a number that has in-
creased since 2005. 
Recent figures published by the Association of Secon-
dary Teachers of Ireland (ASTI) showing that about 
35,000 Junior Cycle students are in classes of more 
than 30 and up to 90,000 are in classes of more than 25. 
Health  Service Executive (HSE) has withdrawn funding 
from the Irish Osteoporosis Society. The decision comes 
in the wake of a 50% cut in the finance made available 
to the Society in 2005.  
The death rate in Ireland from heart disease is the high-
est in Europe, at 52 per 100,000. This is almost twice 
the EU average of 27 per 100,000.  
EU studies have shown road  conditions are a factor in 
30% of accidents.  

School Books Grant Scheme 
  
Information 
A grant scheme is available in Ireland for students in State primary and post-
primary schools to help with the cost of school books. The scheme is mainly 
aimed at pupils from low-income families and families experiencing financial 
hardship. Funding for this scheme comes from the Department of Education and 
Science and the scheme is administered in each school by the School Principal. 
Rules: 
Who may be eligible for assistance under the Scheme? 
 
Broadly speaking, students that may be eligible for assistance include; 
 
    * Families dependent mainly dependent on social welfare payments 
    * Families on low incomes, (e.g., those receiving Family Income Supplement,     
            and beneficiaries under the Back-to-School Clothing and Footwear Allow
            ance) 
    * Families experiencing financial hardship because of particular circum
            stances.(For example, where there is prolonged illness of a parent/
            guardian, addiction problems, etc.) 
 
You should note that even if you or your parent/guardian is entitled to a medical 
card, this does not mean that you are automatically entitled to assistance under 
the scheme. The School principal has total discretion in deciding which students 
are most in need. In addition, the amount and form of assistance given to eligible 
pupils is a matter for individual schools subject to the terms of the scheme. 
Who is not eligible for assistance under the Scheme? 
 
    * Students who are in the care of foster families under arrangements made by 
            your Health Service Executive (HSE) Area are not eligible to receive as
            sistance under the scheme. In these circumstances, the payment of a grant 
            towards the cost of school books is a matter for your HSE Area. 
    * Students participating in YOUTHREACH, VTOS and Post-Leaving Certifi
            cate Courses, who are supported by other arrangments are ineligible for 
            assistance under the School Books Grant Scheme. 
    * Pupils who transfer from one second-level school to another after the school 
            year has commenced are ineligible for assistance in the second school.  
 
However, if the School Principal is satisfied that assistance has not already been 
granted to the student under the Scheme, or that any books already supplied in 
the current year have been returned, then assistance may be provided. 
 
How to apply 
Parents/guardians should apply for assistance directly to the School Principal of 
your child's school. The principal has total discretion in deciding which students 
are most in need. 
 
Where to apply 
Further information about the operation of the scheme in your child's school is 
available from the School Principal. Applications for assistance under the scheme 
should be made directly to the School Principal. 
 
Information on how the national scheme is funded, is available from the Depart-
ment of Education and Science as follows; 

 
Primary Schools 

Department of Education and Science, 
Primary Administration 2, 

Cornamaddy, 
Athlone, 

Co. Westmeath. 
Tel: (0906) 483800 

 
Secondary Schools 

Department of Education and Science, 
Secondary Administration, 

Cornamaddy, 
Athlone, 

Co. Westmeath 
Tel: (0906) 483800 

This information is supplied 
by Comhairle (through it’s 
web service OASIS.ie) 

Comhairle, Hume House, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 
Tel: +353 1 605 9000 
Fax: +353 1 605 9099 

Email:info@comhairle.ie  

Are Expensive School Books Necessary?  
The cost of sending children of all ages to school these 
days have spiraled almost beyond belief. Schools uni-
forms, bags, footware etc. and of course schools books 
are expensive and over inflated. 
In some cases, which we are all too familiar with, school 
texts are being reprinted frequently making the older text 
seem obselete (!).  
For those fortunate enough to be in schools who run 
book loan schemes the financial outlay may not be too 
excessive, but the quality of the book may suffer as it is 
passed on from year to year. This is just one way of 
counteracting the expense.  
One suggestion is that the Parents Council of your school 
should be reminded that this is an issue and that it needs 
to be brought to the attention of school management. 
School management should then be obliged to form a 
policy re. purchase and continuity of texts. 
After all text books are merely a tool in the overall 
scheme of teaching the subject.  
Perhaps a teacher could have a class set of text books 
and have home work relevant to the topic being taught at 
any particular time prepared in a workbook. 
There are other issues that will need to be addressed to 
enable a more flexible approach to school work and 
homework and these include:  
-a serious reduction in pupil-teacher ratios (i.e. that no 
class group should have more than 18 students);  
-school and departmental planning needs to provide indi-
vidual teachers or at least all subject areas with specialist 
classrooms;  
-a reduction in the number of subjects being taught, par-
ticularly at Junior Cycle;  
-much wider flexibility and variation in the content of 
syllabi being taught to particular class groups (suit the 
syllabi to the ability of the students).  
Government has promised to lower the pupil-teacher ra-
tio, however we are still waiting. 
 
Teacher unions have been demanding this reduction for 
years. Practising teachers do agree that smaller class size 
does enhance the ability of teachers to teach more effec-
tively and that students do benefit.  
 
Parents, teachers and all concerned need to pressure the 
appropriate authorities (i.e. Department of Education and 
Science and Department of Finance etc.) to make these 
changes happen.  

‘Study without desire spoils the memory,  
and it retains nothing that it takes in.’ 

    Leonardo da Vinci 
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October 1 
1761 - In the climate of 
sectarian tension created 
partly by the Mathew-
Maude controversy, the 
Whiteboys, a violent agrar-
ian protest movement, be-
gins in Tipperary and 
spreads through Munster 
and West Leinster 
1796 - The Royal College 
of St. Patrick. a Catholic 
seminary, is opened in 
Maynooth, Co. Kildare 
1911 - Statue of Charles 
Stewart Parnell is unveiled 
in Dublin 
1979 - RTÉ broadcasts 
Pope John Paul II's visit to 
Ireland 
October 2 
1600 - O'Neill engages 
Mountjoy's forces in the 
Battle of Moyry Pass 
1879 - Kate Coll arrives in 
New York from Ireland on 
board the SS Nevada. She 
later marries Juan Vivion 
de Valera, and gives birth 
to Éamon on October 14, 
1882 in New York 
October 3 
1691- Treaty of Limerick 
is signed by Ginkel and 
Sarsfield, ending the Wil-
liamite War in Ireland; the 
treaty allows evacuation of 
the Irish army to France 
and promises tolerance of 
Irish Catholics 
1961 - Ireland applies for 
membership of the Euro-
pean Economic Commu-
nity on 1 August and joins 
UNESCO on this date 
1975 - Dr Tiede Herrema, 
chief executive of the 
Dutch-owned Ferenka fac-
tory in Ballyvarra, County 
Limerick, is kidnapped by 
the IRA 
October 4 
1582 - Pope Gregory re-
forms the calendar intro-
duced by Julius Caesar in 
45BCE: 4 October is fol-
lowed by 15 October. 
However, the reform will 
not be implemented in Ire-
land till 1752 
1959 - Direct dialing is 
launched in Ireland 
October 5 
1731 - Parliament meets at 
the new parliament house 
in College Green for the 
first time 
1968 - Police clash with 
Derry civil rights marchers, 
giving birth to the civil 
rights organization People's 
Democracy. 
October 6 
1175 - Under the Treaty of 
Windsor, concluded on this 
date, Rory O'Connor rec-

ognizes Henry as his over-
lord and agrees to collect 
tribute for him from all 
parts of Ireland. Henry 
agrees that O'Connor can 
be king of the areas not 
conquered by the Normans. 
But O'Connor cannot con-
trol the territories of which 
he is nominally king, and 
Henry and his barons an-
nex further land without 
consulting him 
1649 - Owen Roe O'Neill 
dies 
1891 - Death of Charles 
Stewart Parnell, champion 
of tenants rights and co-
founder of the Land 
League; often called the 
"Uncrowned King of Ire-
land" 
1970 - Opening of the arms 
trial involving Charles 
Haughey 
October 7 
1731 - A complaint is 
made to the House of Com-
mons 'that Mr Anthony 
Tenison did, in a violent 
and notorious manner, as-
sault John Bourke, Esq., a 
Member of this House, by 
presenting a pistol to his 
breast, and threatening to 
shoot him, on the thirtieth 
of December last' 
October 8 
1962 - Kerrygold butter is 
launched on the world mar-
ket 
1974 - Seán MacBride, 
President of the Interna-
tional Peace Bureau, Ge-
neva, Switzerland, and 
President of the Commis-
sion of Namibia, United 
Nations, New York, USA, 
is awarded a half share of 
the Nobel Peace Prize 
October 9 
1651 - The Navigation Act 
provides that goods im-
ported to any Common-
wealth lands shall be car-
ried in English ships only 
1849 - First tenant protec-
tion society established at 
Callan, Co. Kilkenny. 
2001 - Nearly 450 jobs are 
lost as the economic fallout 
from the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks in the US continues 
to hit home. More than 
1,600 workers at Waterford 
Crystal are also preparing 
for a complete shutdown 
next week for five days 
October 10 
1084 - Patrick, Bishop of 
Dublin, dies in a shipwreck 
1771 - During his visit to 
Ireland, Benjamin Franklin 
attends a meeting of the 
House of Commons on this 
date 

1790 - Birth in Co. Tippe-
rary of Fr. Theobald Mat-
thew, “The Apostle of 
Temperance” and cam-
paigner against alcohol 
1990 - RTÉ reports on the 
closure of Phoenix Park 
Racecourse 
2002 - After 22 years at the 
National Museum in Dub-
lin, an eighth-century silver 
chalice, silver paten and 
stand and a decorated 
bronze strainer ladle are 
returned to their original 
resting place at the monas-
tic site of Derrynaflan, near 
Littleton Bog, CoTippe-
rary. 
October 11 
1649 - Massacre at Wex-
ford when the town falls to 
Cromwell. 
1921 - Anglo-Irish negotia-
tions open with Griffith 
and Collins leading the 
Irish delegation 
1922 - The Irish Constitu-
tion for the Free State, 
drafted by the Thomas 
Cosgrove Dáil, is adopted. 
October 12 
1798 - French fleet inter-
cepted off Donegal. Wolfe 
Tone captured when the 
Hoche strikes its colors. 
1975 - Sir Oliver Plunkett 
is canonised. 
October 13 
1494 - Poynings lands at 
Howth and summons a par-
liament to Drogheda. He 
then campaigns in the 
north. 
1881 - Charles Stewart 
Parnell and others are ar-
rested for Land League 
activities. 
October 14 
1693 - The Earl of Tyrone 
dies. 
1791 - Wolfe Tone visits 
Belfast for the first time; 
the Society of United Irish-
men is founded there on 
this date by Tone, Henry 
Joy McCracken, Thomas 
Russell and Samuel Neil-
son. 
October 15 
1582 - Pope Gregory re-
forms the calendar intro-
duced by Julius Caesar in 
45BCE: 4 October is fol-
lowed by 15 October. 
However, the reform will 
not be implemented in 
Britain and Ireland till 
1752. 
1690 - After taking Cork 
on 28 September, Marl-
bourough takes Kinsale for 
the Williamites, who now 
control Munster. 
October 16 
1678 - Proclamations 

against Catholic clergy and 
schools in Ireland are is-
sued. 
October 17 
1171 - Henry II, fearful 
that Strongbow will grow 
too powerful in Ireland, 
lands at Waterford with an 
army. The Normans, Norse 
and Irish all submit to him, 
except for the most remote 
Irish kings. 
1882 - The Irish National-
ist League is founded 
1886 - John Dillon an-
nounces "Plan of Cam-
paign" for Irish tenants 
against unfair rents. 
October 18 
1791 - First public meeting 
of the Society of United 
Irishmen in Belfast 
1881 - A “no rents mani-
festo” is issued by the Land 
League under the guidance 
of Parnell. 
October 19 
1745 - Jonathan Swift dies. 
October 20 
1794 - John Gustavus 
Crosbie, candidate in a par-
liamentary by-election for 
Co. Kerry, takes offence at 
some real or supposed 
breach of neutrality on the 
part of Sir Barry Denny, 
the sitting MP. A duel fol-
lows on this date; at the 
first fire Denny is shot fa-
tally through the head 'by 
the haphazard aim of a man 
who had never before dis-
charged a pistol in his life'. 
1999 - Death in Dublin of 
former Taoiseach, Jack 
Lynch. 
October 21 
2003 - The last flight of the 
Concorde supersonic jet 
arrives at Belfast Interna-
tional Airport, Aldergrove. 
October 22 
1641 - Rory O'More, Lord 
Maguire and Sir Pheilim 
O'Neill initiate a major re-
volt in Armagh. Known as 
the Ulster Rebellion, in the 
ensuing six months, at least 
4,000 Protestants are killed 
and Catholics are massa-
cred in reprisals. 
October 23 
1931 - The IRA and other 
organizations are declared 
illegal in the Free State and 
the Catholic Church ex-
communicates members of 
all of them, including Saor 
Eire, which soon dissolves. 
1970 - Charles Haughey, 
former Minister for Fi-
nance, is acquitted of 
charges that he and Neil 
Blaney, former Minister 
for Agriculture, imported 
arms for the IRA. 

October 24 
1642 - Irish Confederate 
rebels establish govern-
ment at Kilkenny 
1789 - Work begins on the 
construction of the Royal 
Canal. 
2003 - A smoking ban in 
all enclosed workplaces 
except private dwellings is 
signed into law. Prisons 
will be excluded to prevent 
security and conduct prob-
lems. The law will go into 
effect on January 26, 2004. 
Hoteliers and publicans 
consider legal action. 
October 25 
1909 - The Engineering 
and Scientific Association 
of Ireland assures the 
population that flying ma-
chines will never be of any 
practical use 
1920 - Terence Mac-
Swiney, the Mayor of 
Cork, dies in a London 
prison after 73 days on 
hunger strike. His last 
words to a priest by his 
side were, "I want you to 
bear witness that I die as a 
soldier of the Irish Repub-
lic." 
1922 - The Dáil approves 
the Constitution of the Irish 
Free State. 
October 26 
1601 - A Spanish army un-
der Don Juan del Aguila, 
which had landed at Kin-
sale on 21 September, is 
besieged by Lord Mount-
joy on this date. 
October 27 
1651 - Surrender of Limer-
ick 
1673 - A proclamation de-
clares the banishment of 
Catholic bishops and priest 
and the closure of religious 
houses and schools under 
Charles II's reign 
1878 - Between October 24 
and this date, Fenians pro-
pose a 'New Departure': an 
alliance with the Parnel-
lites. 
October 28 
1958 - The State Opening 
of Parliament is televised 
for the first time. 
October 29 
1953 - The Health Act pro-
vides for a free mother-
and-chi ld hea lthcare 
scheme in the Republic 
1958 - The Dáil announces 
a bill to introduce a system 
of proportional representa-
tion into the Republic. 
October 31 
1641 - The Ulster rebels 
take Dundalk. 
1845 - A committee is 
formed to examine the ex-
tent of the potato crop fail-
ure and suggest remedies. 



Weather Details for  
Valentia Observatory 

September  
 

www.met.ie 
 

30 Year Average 
Monthly Temperature = 13.5 degrees C 

Monthly Rainfall = 124.9 mm 
Wind Speed = 11.4 knots 
Relative Humidity = 83% 

Daily Sunshine Duration = 2.53 hours 
 

2005 
Monthly Temperature = 14.8 degrees C 

Total Monthly Rainfall = 145.9 mm 
 

2006 
Monthly Temperature =  15.5 degrees C 

Total Monthly Rainfall =  234.5 mm 

Fenit—Tide Times 
September 2006 

 
Date/Day     High            Low 

 
         1st Sun.          11.50             18.19 

2nd Mon.       13.12             07.01 
3rd Tue.         14.24             08.11 
4th Wed.        15.17             09.07 
5th Thur.        16.02             09.55 
6th Fri.           16.45             10.39 
7th Sat.          17.28             11.23 

         8th Sun          18.13              11.48 
9th Mon.        18.59             12.57 
10th Tue.       19.46             13.46 
11th Wed.      08.11             14.37 
12th Thur.      09.03             15.30 
13th Fri.         09.58             16.29 
14th Sat.        11.04             17.38 
15th Sun.       12.26             18.54 
16th Mon.       13.50             07.31 
17th Tue.       14.46             08.37 
18th Wed.      15.27             09.23 
19th Thur.      16.02             09.59 
20th Fri.         16.35             10.31 
21st Sat.        17.05             11.01 
22nd Sun.      17.35             11.27 
23rd Mon.      18.05             11.55 
24th Tue.       18.36             12.26 
25th Wed.      19.09             13.02 
26th Thur.      19.48             13.44 
27th Fri.         08.17             14.33 
28th Sat.        09.11             15.32 
29th Sun.       09.19             15.45 

 30th Mon.       10.38             17.03  
         31st Tue         11.55             18.16 
This table is compiled to provide people with 
times that are more suitable for fishing or for 
walking the local beaches etc.  
This table is compiled with care, however no  
responsibility can be taken for any error. 
Other High and Low Tide times are approx. at  
12 and a half hours intervals. 

 
Highest Tide—Fenit = Sat. 7 + 8th @ 5.0 m 
Lowest  Tide—Fenit = Sat. 7 + 8th @ 0.1 m 
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No. 1 Hits during the month of October 
1956,’66,’76,’86,’96 + 2005 

1956 
22 Sep.          Anne Shelton                        ‘Lay Down Your Arms’                                4 weeks 
20 Oct.          Frankie Laine                       ‘A Woman In Love’                                     4  
                                  
1966 
24 Sep           Jim Reeves                          ‘Distant Drums’                                          5 
29 Oct            The Four Tops                      ‘Reach Out I'll Be There’                            3 
 
1976 
4 Sep             Abba                                    ‘Dancing Queen’                                        6 
11 Oct            Pussycat                              ‘Mississippi’                                                4 
 
1986 
13 Sep           Communards                        ‘Don't Leave Me This Way’                         4 
11 Oct            Madonna                              ‘True Blue’                                                  1 
18 Oct            Nick Berry                            ‘Every Loser Wins’                                     3 
 
1996 
21 Sep           The Fugees                          ‘Ready Or Not’                                           2 
5 Oct             Deep Blue Something          ‘Breakfast At Tiffanys’                                1 
12 Oct            The Chemical Brothers         ‘Setting Sun’                                               1 
19 Oct            Boyzone                               ‘Words ‘                                                      1 
26 Oct            The Spice Girls                     ‘Say You'll Be There’                                  2 
 
2005 
17 Sep           Pussycat Dolls featuring Busta Rhymes     ‘Don't Cha’                           3 
8 Oct             Sugababes                                                 ‘Push The Button’                3 

As requested by a reader of �����������	
 Part I of the: 
 

CONSTITUTION OF IRELAND – BUNREACHT NA hÉIREANN 
  

THE NATION  
Article 1 
The Irish nation hereby affirms its inalienable, indefeasible, and sovereign right to choose 
its own form of Government, to determine its relations with other nations, and to develop its 
life, political, economic and cultural, in accordance with its own genius and traditions.  
Article 2 
It is the entitlement and birthright of every person born in the island of Ireland, which in-
cludes its islands and seas, to be part of the Irish Nation. That is also the entitlement of all 
persons otherwise qualified in accordance with law to be citizens of Ireland. Furthermore, 
the Irish nation cherishes its special affinity with people of Irish ancestry living abroad who 
share its cultural identity and heritage.  
Article 3 
1. It is the firm will of the Irish Nation, in harmony and friendship, to unite all the people 
who share the territory of the island of Ireland, in all the diversity of their identities and tra-
ditions, recognising that a united Ireland shall be brought about only by peaceful means 
with the consent of a majority of the people, democratically expressed, in both jurisdictions 
in the island. Until then, the laws enacted by the Parliament established by this Constitution 
shall have the like area and extent of application as the laws enacted by the Parliament that 
existed immediately before the coming into operation of this Constitution.  
2. Institutions with executive powers and functions that are shared between those jurisdic-
tions may be established by their respective responsible authorities for stated purposes and 
may exercise powers and functions in respect of all or any part of the island. 

 
THE STATE 

Article 4 
The name of the State is Éire, or, in the English language, Ireland.  
Article 5 
Ireland is a sovereign, independent, democratic state.  
Article 6 
1. All powers of government, legislative, executive and judicial, derive, under God, from 
the people, whose right it is to designate the rulers of the State and, in final appeal, to decide 
all questions of national policy, according to the requirements of the common good.  
2. These powers of government are exercisable only by or on the authority of the organs of 
State established by this Constitution.  
Article 7 
The national flag is the tricolour of green, white and orange.  
(Continued in future Issues of �����������	 ) 
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Tralee Town Council,  
Prince's Quay, 

Tralee, Co. Kerry 
Tel: 066—7121633 
Fax: 066—7124620 

 
Kerry County Council 

 Rathass, Tralee  
Tel: 066—7183500  
Fax: 066—7129764 

E-mail: kcc@kerrycoco.ie 
 

  C.I.S (Water Information System)     
T: (066)7181368  F: (066)7161630 
                 Civil Defence                  
T: (066)7123111  F: (066)7122885  
             County Engineers             
T: (066)7183588  F: (066)7129764 
                 Environment        
T: (066)7183802  F: (066)7120927 
                   Fire Station                  
T: (066)7123111  F: (066)7129433 
              Corporate Affairs  
      (Higher Education Grants)     
T: (066)7183530  F: (066)7183611 
                    Housing                       
T: (066)7183862  F: (066)7183612 
                    Library 
T: (066)7183507 F:  (066)7129202 
                  Motor Tax  
T: (066)7122300  F: (066)7123597 
                    Planning                      
T: (066)7183582  F: (066)7120328 
                 Road Design                  
T: (066)7183652  F: (066)7129764 
 
Emergency Pollution Line             
(066) 7181686 
Environment Services Supervisor 
(066) 7183500 
Pollution  
(066) 7124080 
Dog Warden  
(066) 7130182 
Animal Welfare Centre      
(066) 7183700 
North Kerry Landfill Site
(Muningnaminnane)   
(066) 7129195  
Tralee Town Council  
Litter Warden (FREEPHONE) 
1800 201 059 

HOSPITALS 
 

Bon Secours Hospital 
Strand Street, Tralee 

   Co. Kerry.    
Tel: 066—714 9800 
Fax: 066—712 8710 

 
Kerry Regional Hospital 

Tralee, Co. Kerry 

Emergency Services 
Dial 999 or 112 

Ask for the service you require 
and give the address you  

require the service for. 
Gardai  

Tralee: 066 – 71 22 0 22 
Garda Confidential Line: 

1800 — 666 111 

Roman Catholic 
Church Services 

 
St. John the Baptist - Castle St.           
[Tel: (066) 7122522]      
Saturday Vigil:             7.00 p.m              
Sunday:                         9.00 a.m 10.30 a.m 12 
noon  
Weekdays:                    8.30 a.m 10.00 a.m. 6.10 p.
m.  
Holydays:                      As announced 
 
Immaculate Conception - Rathass        
Saturday Vigil:             7.00 p.m             
Sunday:                         10.00 a.m.          
Weekdays:                    As announced    
Holydays:                      As announced    
 
St. Brendan - Curraheen          
Saturday Vigil:             8.00 p.m. 
Sunday:                         11.00 a.m. 
Weekdays:                    As announced 
Holydays:                      As announced 
   
Holy Cross - Dominicans                      
[Tel: (066) 7121135] 
Saturday Vigil:             7.30 p.m. 
Sunday:                         8.00 a.m., 9.30 a.m., 
                                      11.00 a.m., 12 noon 
Weekdays:                    8.00 a.m. 1.05 p.m 
                                      7.30 p.m 
Holydays:                      As announced 
 
Our Lady and St. Brendan      
Tel: (066) 7125932] 
Saturday Vigil:             7.30 p.m              
Sunday:                         8.30 a.m., 10.00 a.m., 
                                      11.15 a.m., 12.30 p.m. 
Weekdays:                    9.30 a.m             
Holydays                       As announced 
 
Balloonagh Convent Chapel 
Saturday Vigil:             No 
Sunday:                         9.30 a.m 
Weekdays:                    As announced     
Holydays                       As announced 
 

Church of Ireland 
Church Services 

 
St. John The Evangelist—Ashe St., Tralee 
Sundays: 10.45 am 
 
Ballyseedy Church 
1st; 2nd and 3rd Sundays of each month: 9.45 am 
 
Ballymacelligott Church 
Sundays: 12 noon 
 
Kilgobbin Church, Camp 
Sundays: 10.00 am 

Let Us know if we are missing an essential services in 
our listings, in our directory 

Do contact us at: 
�����������	� Tel. 087—76 152 76 

Doctors  - CONTACTS 
 

Dr. Pat English—Brewery Rd.—Tel. 066—7128388 
Dr. Aidan Daly—10 Pembroke St.—Tel. 066—7122677 
Dr. William Hayes—10 Pembroke St.—Tel. 066—7122677 
Dr. Anne McSwiney—Caherslee—Tel. 066—7127575 
Dr. Bernard Ruane—Ashe St.—Tel. 066—7126269 
Dr. Bridget O’ Brien—Boherbee—Tel. 066—7124744 
Dr. Fionan O’ Carroll—Ashe St.—Tel. 066—7123222 
Dr. JK Holmes—5 Hoffmans Terr.—Tel. 066—7181344 
Dr. Joe Arthurs—Oakpark—Tel. 066—7126255 
Dr. Marcus MacDomhnaill—Denny St.—Tel. 066—7121457 
Dr. Matt Kinch—Moyderwell—Tel. 066—7123400 
Dr. Thomas O’Regan—Fairies Cross—Tel. 066—7125762 
Dr. John Chute—Fairies Cross—Tel. 066—7125762 
Dr. Patrick Scully—Racecourse Lawn—Tel. 066—7126298 
Dr. Karen Soffe—Ashe St.—Tel. 066—7125611 
 

SOUTHDOC (After Hours)  
Tel: 1850 33 5 999 

Voluntary Sector—DIRECTORY 
 

Tralee Volunteer Bureau 
Contact 

Geraldine O’ Sullivan 
066—71 179 66 

 
ACCORD 

Catholic Marriage Counselling Service 
Tel. 066—71 222 80 

ALZHEIMERS 
Tel. 066—71 803 77 

ALCHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Tel. 066—71 287 20 

AWARE 
Tel. 066—71 329 09 

BRAINWAVE– Epilepsy 
066—71 195 07 

email:crokerry.brainwave@epilepsy.ie  
CARERS 

Tel. 066—71 213 99 
CURA 

Tel. 066—71  273 55 or 1850 622 626 
GROW—Mental Health 

Tel. 087—238 946 1 
AUTISM 

Last Wednesday every month—Abbeygate Hotel 
8.30pm 

DIABETES 
Tel. 066—71 25 661 or email:kda@eircom.net 

BLIND 
Tel. 066—71 222 23 or www.ncbi.ie 

 
NOTE 

If there is any other voluntary group 
that wishes to be  

included in this list, do let us know. 
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Primary Schools (National Schools) 
Blennerville NS                                                         Tel: 066—7120207 
Caherleaheen NS                                                     Tel: 066—7121919 
C.B.S., NS, Clounalour                                             Tel: 066—7124029 
Holy Family, NS, Balloonagh                                    Tel: 066—7124161 
Listellick NS                                                              Tel: 066—7124144 
Presentation, NS, Castle Street                                Tel: 066—7123314 
Scoil Mhic Easmainn, NS, Killeen Road                   Tel: 066—7121394 
St. Ita’s and St. Joseph’s, Balloonagh                      Tel: 066—7125237 
St. John’s Parochial School,  Ashe Street                Tel: 066—7128142 
St. John’s, NS,  Balloonagh                                      Tel: 066—7121375 
St. Mary’s, NS, Moyderwell                                       Tel: 066—7124403 
Spa NS                                                                     Tel: 066—7136618 
Tralee Educate Together, NS, Killeen                      Tel: 066—7180506 
 
Post –Primary Schools 
C.B.S. Secondary School, The Green, Tralee          Tel:  066—7145824 
Gaelcholáiste Charraí, Tobar Mhaigh Dor, Trá Lí     Tel:  066—7121650 
Mercy Secondary School, Mounthawk,, Tralee        Tel:  066—7102550 
Presentation Secondary School, Tralee                   Tel:  066—7122737 
Tralee Community College, Clash, Tralee                Tel:  066—7121741 
 
ACCORD                                   Tel: 066—7120194 
ADAPT                                      Tel: 066—7129100 
Alzheimer National Helpline   Tel: FREEFONE 1800 341 341 
AWARE                                     Tel: LoCALL  1890 303 302 
Bord Gais (Emergency)           Tel. 1850 20 50 50 
Carers Association (Tralee)    Tel: 066—7121399 
Citizens’ Information Centre, Tralee 
4 Bridge Lane, Tralee, Co. Kerry 
Telephone: 066—7123655 
Fax: 066—7181865 
email: tralee.cic@comhairle.ie  
Council for the Blind (Tralee) Tel: 066—717185523/7122223 
Cunamh (Tralee Social Services) Tel: 066—7122546 
CURA                              Tel: 066—7127355 or 1850 62 26 26 
Enable Ireland (Adult)              Tel: 066—7181746 
Enable Ireland (Children)        Tel: 066—7128220 
ESB (Electricity) Emergency  Tel: 1850 372 999   
Headway Ireland (Tralee)         Tel: 066—7119320 
Irish Cancer Society                Tel: FREEFONE 1800 200 700 
Kerry Counselling Centre       Tel: 066—7122931  
Kerry Parents and Friends      Tel: 066—7126964 
Meningitis Trust                       Tel: FREEFONE 1800 523 196 
Parkinson’s Assoc. of Ireland Tel: FREEFONE 1800 359 359 
Rape Crisis Centre                   Tel: FREEFONE 1800 778 888 
Samaritans                               Tel: 066—7122566 / 1850 60 90 90 
Schizophrenia Ireland             Tel: 1890 62 16 31 
Social Welfare Office (Tralee) Tel: 066—7149500 
SOUTHDOC (After Hours)       Tel: 1850 33 5 999 
St. Vincent de Paul (Tralee)    Tel: 066—7128021    
Threshold (Tralee)                   Tel: 066—7102685 
Tralee Women’s Resource      Tel: 066—7120622 / 087—2774495 
35 Ashe Street, Tralee                         Email: twrci@iol.ie 
Victim Support                         Tel: CALLSAVE 1850 661 771 
Women’s Aid                            Tel: FREEFONE1800 341 900 
 
Co. Kerry VEC—Kerry Education Service (KES) 
                                                   Tel: 066—7121488  
Grants Line :                             Tel: 066—7121612 
Adult Guidance Service :        Tel: 066—7121488 
 
Bus Eireann (Tralee)                Tel: 066—7123566 
Trains Services (Tralee)            Tel: 066—7123522 
(24 hr. Talking Timetable)          Tel. 066—7126555 
Litter Warden (Tralee)                Tel: FREEFONE 1800 201 059 
 
Gardai (Tralee)                         Tel: 066 – 71 22 0 22 
Garda Confidential Line:          Tel: FREEFONE 1800 666 111 
 

Let Us Know If You want Your Organisation on this List  
 

Some Useful Websites 
Met Eireann:                              www.met.ie  
 
Radiological Protection Institute of  Ireland:                    
                                                   www.rpii.ie         
Central Statistic Office:              www.cso.ie 
 
Gardai:                                       www.garda.ie  
 
Dept. of Education & Science: 
                                                   www.education.ie 
Dept. of Environment: 
                                                   www.environ.ie 
Dept. of Health & Children 
                                                   www.dohc.ie 
Dept. of Social & Family Affairs 
                                                   www.welfare.ie  
Kerry County Council: 
                                                   www.kerrycoco.ie        
Tralee Town Council: 
                                                   www.tralee.ie 

Sports Clubs and Organisations 
Kerins O'Rahillys GAA 
Strand Street, Tralee, Co. Kerry.  
Tel: 066—7124956   
Email: kerinsorahillys@eircom.net 
 
John Mitchels GAA 
Boherbee, Tralee, Co. Kerry 
Tel: 066—7136413 
Email: johnmitchelsgaa@eircom.net 
 
Na Gael Football & Hurling Club 
Killeen, Tralee, Co. Kerry. 
Tel: 066—7127577 
 
Austin Stacks Hurling & Football Club 
Connolly Park, Tralee, Co. Kerry 
Tel: 066—7126942 
 
Kerry District League (Soccer) 
Tel. 086—7124509 
 
Tralee Regional Sports Centre 
Oakpark, Tralee 
traleesportscentre@eircom .net  
Tel: 066—7126442   
Swimming, Squash, Racquetball etc. 
 
Tralee Golf Club                       Tel: 066—7136379 
Ardfert Golf Club                      Tel: 066—7134744 
Ballyheigue Golf Club             Tel: 066—7133555 
Castlegregory Golf Club         Tel: 066—7139444 
 
Tralee Boat Club (Fenit)          Tel: 066—7136119 
Tralee Tennis Club                    Tel: 087—1264540    
Tralee Rowing Club                  Tel:087—9109222  
Tralee Rugby Football Club      info@traleerugby.com 
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Clearing Our Streets 
of Anti-Social  

Behaviour & Crime 
Take a walk down many of 
the streets of Tralee, espe-
cially on weekend nights and 
early mornings and observe 
the behaviour of those who 
have relinquished their own 
personal responsibility. In 
‘modern’ Ireland this is so 
common in many of our town 
that people in general tend to 
accept (!) that such behaviour 
is a reality that cannot be 
tackled.  
Many city and town centres 
are ‘no-go’ areas for decent, 
law-abiding people at these 
hours. Tralee is no exception. 
But people do have a right to 
feel safe in their communities, 
in their town centre, and not 
only late at night or in the 
early morning. It is also unac-
ceptable for people to be 
afraid to use public spaces, 
cash points, shops or parks 
because they feel threatened 
by groups of people hanging 
around, fighting or being abu-
sive. 
It is generally agreed that it is 
the minority that cause these 
problems. The majority 
should not be held at ransom 
by the minority who disre-
spect, abuse and generally 
ignore what is decent and 
normal behaviour. 
Have we as a nation gone too 
soft, have we given into the 
those who would say that 
these louts have a right to act 
this way? Previous experi-
ence, where the Gardai have 
had to deal with riots and un-
ruly behaviour have triggered 
a stream of calls and letters to 
the media from the ‘do-
gooders’, who by the way 
never offer a solution to the 
problems of anti-social anti-
democratic violence on our 
streets. 
William Bratton, New York 
Police Commissioner from 
1994 to 1996, was a propo-
nent of the “broken windows” 
theory of policing espoused 
by James Q. Wilson and 
George Kelling in the Febru-
ary 1982 issue of The Atlantic 
Monthly. Under his direction, 
the New York Police Depart-
ment set out to enforce stat-
utes aimed at curbing “quality 
of life” offenses such as pub-
lic drinking, subway fare-
beating, and vandalism—
offenses that are often over-
looked in favor of efforts to 
concentrate on serious crime. 
According to the ‘broken 
windows theory’, adopting 
a tough stance against 
these minor forms of anti-

social behavior sends a sig-
nal to the community that 
law breaking of any kind 
will not be tolerated . 
The ‘broken windows’ notion 
was also an integral compo-
nent of the community polic-
ing program adopted under 
the previous mayoral admini-
stration. 
But the objective of the strat-
egy shifted in 1994 from sim-
ply reducing public signs of 
disorder to “concentrating on 
strategies to improve intelli-
gence gathering and increase 
arrests.” 
Police officials believed that 
enforcing quality-of-life stat-
utes could prevent serious 
crimes from occurring. Arrest-
ing youths bent on a night of 
hooliganism for public drink-
ing at 6:00 P.M. might prevent 
the robbery they would have 
committed at 10 P.M., once 
they were drunk and out of 
control. Stopping people on 
minor infractions also made it 
riskier for criminals to carry 
guns in public. In addition, 
some of the persons arrested 
on minor charges would have 
open warrants for more seri-
ous crimes. 
There is no question that 
crime in New York City has 
plummeted. By 1997, homi-
cides had declined 65% from 
their peak in 1990. The de-
cline began before the 1994 
strategies were implemented, 
but the rate of decrease in 
crime complaints accelerated 
in 1994. By 1997, index 
crimes had fallen to less than 
half of their 1990 peak. 
The decline in crime in New 
York City has outpaced the 
national average. For exam-
ple, homicides in New York 
fell from 31 to 11 per 100,000 
between 1990 and 1997 (a 
decline of 66%), compared to 
a drop from 32 to 16 per 
100,000 in U.S. cities with 
populations over 1 million (a 
decline of 50%). And, overall, 
index crimes in New York 
dropped 50% between 1990 
and 1997 compared to an 
average 24% decline in cities 
with populations greater than 
250,000. 
Locally, here in Tralee, there 
is no direction been given by 
politicians. They will talk but 
not act. The Gardai, try as 
they do, are under-resourced 
and are unable to act effec-
tively. 
It would also appear that in 
Ireland generally there is an 
unwillingness to take on the 
problem—do we have the 
stomach to follow the New 
York example?  
 

Kerry County Council budget for 2005 was � 111m. Tralee Town 
Council budget for 2005 was � 17.27m. The current population of  
Tralee represents approx. 20% of the total population of County Kerry. 
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It is estimated that the sum required to execute a satisfactory and adequate 
maintenance programme on the National Secondary network in Co. Kerry is 
� 10,800 per km. However, the current allocation is only � 5,676 per km. 
[Kerry County Council figures].  

In 2005 there were a total of 2.35 million licensed drivers. 83% drivers held full licenses 
while the balance 399,500 drivers held provisional licenses.  
In 2005 a total of 137,500 driving tests conducted of which 54% (73,700) passed the test.  

[Figures from Department of the Environment] 

Identity Theft Are you at Risk? 
What is Identity theft? Your identity and personal information are valuable. 
Criminals can find out your personal details and use them to open bank ac-
counts and get credit cards, loans, state benefits and documents such as pass-
ports and driving licenses in your name. 
It is estimated that more than 100,000 people are affected by identity theft in 
the UK each year.  

�����������	� will look at this topic in the next Issue—November 2006 
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Tralee Town Councillors 
 
The following are the contact details for each 
town & county councillor and TD: 
John Commane, 141 St. Brendan’s Park,  
Tralee—Tel. 066—71 260 12 
Ted Fitzgerald, Clash Cross, Tralee 
Tel.—066—71 22 742 
Cathal Foley, Ballinorig South, Tralee 
Tel—066—71 248 93 
Norma Foley, St. Joseph’s Guesthouse  
2 Staughton’s Row, Tralee—066—71 211 74 
Tommy Foley, 28 St. John’s Park, Tralee— 
Tel.—066—71 235 87 
Maisie Houlihan, 42 O’Rahilly’s Villas,  
Tralee—Tel—066—71 279 93 
Pat Hussey, Gortcloghy, Kilflynn, Tralee— 
Tel.—066—71 355 480 
 
Miriam McGillycuddy , Derryanna, Ballyard, 

Tralee—Tel.—087—26 047 53 
Kieran Moriarty , 51 Laurel Court, Tralee— 
Tel.—066—71 237 73 
Terry O’ Brien , Tonevane, Tralee— 
Tel.—066—71 801 54 / 71 238 38 
Karen Tobin, 27 Blackrock, Tralee— 
Tel.—066—71 208 72 
Johnnie Wall, 8 Ballinorig, Tralee— 
Tel.—066—71 241 37 
 
Kerry County Council—
Tralee Electoral  Area  
Fitzgerald, Ted—Clash Cross, Tralee— 
Tel.—066-71 227 42 / 71 217 33 
Foley, Norma—St. Josephs Guesthouse, 2 
Staughtons Row, Tralee—Tel. 066 -71 211 74 
 
McCarthy, Patrick —Maglass, Ballymacelli-
gott—Tel.—066-7137192 

McEllistrim, Anne —Ahane, Ballymacelli-
gott Tel.—066-71 378 86   
Ní Fhearaíosa, Toireasa—18 Casement 
Avenue, Ardfert—Tel. 086—074 077 2 
O'Brien , Terry —Tonevane, Tralee— 
Tel.—066—71238 38 
O'Connell, Bobby—15 Main Street ,  
Castleisland—Tel.—066-71 418 01 
 
Kerry North TD’s 
Deenihan Jimmy— Finuge, Lixnaw, Co. 
Kerry—Tel.—068-40154 or 068-40235 
Ferris Martin —No. 2 Moyderwell, Tralee 
Co. Kerry.—Tel.—066-71 295 45 
McEllistrim Tom —Ahane, Ballymacalligott, 
Tralee, Co Kerry—Tel.—066-71 371 27 
 

Have Your Say—Politicians Calling to Your Door Soon! 
I have included once again the lists of Councillors and TD’s for this area and constituency Remember that you will be visited, probably on 
more than one occasion, by these people and/or their representatives over the next number of months as the countdown to the next General 
Election (2007) commences. I would urge you to be prepared for these ‘visitors’ to your door step and have some questions for them. Don’t be 
led astray by the usual  ‘party line’, seek answers to the questions you want answered. Politicians have a significant input and responsibility 
for the state of your locality, your town, your constituency. If you are unhappy with the job creation prospects, the condition of the roads, the 
health service, the education facilities and service, crime levels, the number of Gardai on our streets, the tax on fuels, the soaring inflation rates 
etc. then these people need to know this.  
Politicians should be more accountable for the funding—your taxes—that is available to them, locally and nationally, and you have a right as a 
tax payer to demand this.  
Warning: Don’t be misled by what politicians think you want to hear, be prepared and seek the answers that you know you want answered. 
Many of these well-spoken individuals fear the hard questions and will try to avoid telling you the real truth at all costs because you may not 
like what they have to say. Remember it’s your money—taxes—that they spend!  

The following is the questionnaire that ������� ����	� will be sending  to all Tralee Town Councillors. Each Councillor  will 
receive the same questionnaire. �����������	� is committed to publishing  each reply and ‘non-replies’.: 
 
1. When were you first elected to Tralee Town Council (and/or Tralee UDC)? 
2. In total how many years have you served on Tralee Town Council (and/or Tralee UDC)? 
3. Why do you think people vote for you? 
4. What is your vision for the future development of Tralee? 
5. How much time, each week, do you actively devote to achieving, your vision for Tralee? 
6. How have you to date, made a difference, as an elected councilor, to the lives of the people of Tralee? 
7. Which one issue, that is of great concern to most people living in Tralee, are you actively pursuing a resolution to at this 

time? 
8. Do you hold a Clinic where people can meet with you? If so, when and where and how often? 
9. When was the last time you visited a residential area of Tralee, other than on official business, to meet as many people as 

possible?  
           If yes, when and where? 
10.      Why do you think that there has been a fall-off in inward direct investment in this part of Co. Kerry  in recent years? 
11.      Are you as an elected member of Tralee Town Council actively involved in addressing this issue? If yes, please state. 
12.      Are the rates that businesses are paying to Tralee Town Council justified and well spent? 
13.      Have you been actively involved in discussion with business/commercial owners, in Tralee town, regarding any item/
           concern or issue that they may have with Tralee Town Council? If yes, please state. 
14. Are you in favour of the mayor of Tralee being directly elected by the people?  
15. In view of the fact that Ireland has experienced immense and unprecedented economic growth and development in the 

past 10 years, are you happy that Tralee and Co. Kerry have received their fair share of funding from central government 
throughout this period? 

 
Note:           Each Town Councillor is publically invited to share her/his views with you the reader in  �����������	��       

 
In future issues �����������	� will seek the views of County Councillors and we will interview each Kerry North TD.  

Watch this space!  
�����������	� invites you the reader to add your questions to the above list  

If you would like to make a comment on this or any other political issue, please contact us by ‘phone, email or the  
FEEDBACK  page on our website. 

‘Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will make violent revolution inevitable.’ 
John F. Kennedy www.traleetimes.com 
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Tralee Chess Club 
The game of chess is thought to have its origins in 6th century India and has been de-
veloped and refined over the centuries to the game played today by millions of people 
worldwide. The Tralee chess club is a newer creation, having been established in 
1990’s by currently active member, Tralee man Declan Kelly and a former member, 
Willy Greer of Castleisland. The club has continued to develop steadily since incep-
tion and currently has approximately 40 active members.  
Much academic and scientific research has been carried out concerning the perceived 
benefits of chess for players, particularly younger players. Some of these benefits are 
thought to include improvements in strategic thinking, logic, pattern recognition, con-
centration and mathematics. However, the research is somewhat inconclusive and –
regrettably- Tralee Chess club cannot offer any guarantees for improvements in any of 
these skills! Happily, however, we can offer a facility where players of all abilities can 
enjoy an enjoyable chess experience each week. 
The club season runs from the first Wednesday in September through to the end of 
April or early May. The location is the Bridge Club, opposite Stokers’ Lodge on the 
Listowel road. The junior players meet each Wednesday between 8 pm and 9.30 pm. 
The seniors play from 9.30 pm until approximately 11.30 pm. Tea and coffee facilities 
are available 
The junior sessions are supervised by a number of the senior players. A typical sched-
ule includes participation in the club junior league. Some of the senior players also 
offer teaching sessions for beginners or challenge games for the ambitious juniors. At 
the end of the season, plaques are awarded to the top 3 participants and everyone gets 
a medal for participating. Sometimes, there’s even a photo in the local press!  
In addition to the junior league games, there are periodic ‘fun nights’ included in the 
schedule where teams of players of wildly varying abilities play against each other 
using a demonstration board under Blitz conditions (i.e. a total of 5 minutes for ALL 
moves is allowed on the clock). These sessions are usually very exciting for all in-
volved, with the players usually experiencing the full spectrum of emotions- delight, 
despair, frustration, bewilderment, to name a few! For the lucky winners, there are 
some transient minutes of concealed peer admiration/delight/envy and maybe some 
bragging opportunities too! 
Senior players (seniority refers to the age of the players rather than their level of chess 
skill!) meet from 9.30 pm and interested novices are always welcome. There is a club 
league for the seniors, again with a plaque and the winner’s name engraved on the 
club’s perpetual shield.  
The club caters for players of all abilities, including novices and welcomes anyone 
interested in learning more about the game to ‘come along for a look’ to see if they 
would like to join up.    
Finally, the club charges a small annual fee (currently set at � 10 per annum for juniors 
and � 20 for seniors) and a nightly admission of � 2. The fees contribute towards the 
cost of insurance, tea and coffee, prizes and the Christmas or Easter party.  

Tralee Rowing Club 
Tralee Rowing Club has been established 
since May 2004 following an initiative by 
Kerry Local Sports Partnership and the 
Irish Amateur Rowing Union to set up a 
rowing club in North Kerry.  
Thanks to local support and sponsorship 
and the help and generosity of Muckross 
and Killorglin Rowing Club, we now have 5 
boats including two training boast and are 
now rowing on the Canal in Tralee and 
launch from the slipway at the Basin End.  
Tralee Town Council granted us planning 
permission to house our boats and equip-
ment in a storage facility by the Canal. 
During the college term members of Tra-
lee Rowing Club along with students from 
the Institute of Technology Tralee were 
using the gym facility in the South Cam-
pus.  Here we were able to get our mem-
bers training and ready for rowing.  We 
have approx. 20 active members and over 
the past few months have been holding 
rowing sessions 3 times a week.  Our 
coaches hope to have crews competing 
later in the year.  
The Club is now closed for the summer 
but will re-open in early September. For 
further information or details on how to be-
come a member, please contact  
Laura Tangney, Secretary on   
(087) 9109222. 
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SAM is Back! – Will JACK be Back? 
Sam is touring around the county meeting 
and greeting the people of the Kingdom and 
renewing old acquaintances in familiar 
places. Welcome ‘home’ Sam! In the same 
breath I hesitate to say ‘Goodbye Jack!’.  
Jack O’Connor and his team of players and 
selectors have had there ups and downs dur-
ing the last three years, of that there is no 
doubt. 
To play in three All-Ireland Finals (winning 
two), to capture two League Titles and two 
Munster Championships in the space of 
three years is an immense achievement in 
the modern game. For this alone we must 
give unreserved credit and appreciation to 
all involved.  
Jack may or may not be back, but he is 
surely entitled to the space to  make a deci-
sion after all he has given to the team and 
the game. 
One thing is certain Jack will be involved in 
football at some level. Dromid and South 
Kerry will surely get a percentage of his 
time as will Colaiste na Sceilge. There is a 
tour awaiting the Hogan Cup too! 
Whatever Jack decides, we wish him well. 
Thanks Jack. 
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Sponsor this Sports Page! 
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Samhlaíocht in association with Siamsa Tíre and Access Cinema are pleased to announce a new season of Films for the  
Tralee Film Club.  

 
Films to feature this season include: 

Sunday October 29 th 12.00pm, the classic animation the Iron Giant which will be screened as part of the  
7th Annual Samhlaíocht Kerry Film Festival . 

 
Sunday November 5 th at 8.00pm, Grizzly Man , Werner Herzog’s extraordinary documentary, an examination of a  

recovering alcoholic who ditched his unsuccessful struggle as an actor to live in Alaska among grizzly bears on . 
 

Sunday November 19 th at 12.00pm, in association with the Irish Film Institute’s Wild Strawberries on Tour programme  
Seducing Doctor Lewis , a beguiling story of a ragtag fishing community on a tiny impoverished island who must persuade a 

young Doctor to live in their town, on  
 

The Tralee Film Club offers you the opportunity to view classic and world cinema feature films on a 21ft screen  
surrounded by a top of the range sound system.  

All the Tralee Film Club screenings take place in the Siamsa Tíre Theatre and cost � 6 plus yearly membership of � 1.  
Why not come along and enjoy an out of the ordinary night at the movies! 

 
For more information please contact 

Ella Daly 
 

Samhlaíocht 
The Old Presbytery, Lower Castle St, Tralee, Co Ker ry 

Telephone: 066 7129934  - E-mail: info@samhlaiocht. com 
 

www.samhlaiocht.com    or    www.kerryfilmfestival. com 

Kerry Counselling Centre 
and 10th birthdays 

 
It is normal for parents to be full of joy as 
they see their children grow and celebrate 
their various birthdays.  10th birthdays usually 
mean that the child has become somewhat 
independent in small but important matters, 
and has grown emotionally, cognitively, so-
cially and spiritually relative to a 10 year 
old’s growth. 
 
And in a sense that is how it is also as Kerry 
Counselling Centre celebrates its 10th. birth-
day.  The staff at the centre has grown from 
two counsellors and a secretary to 5 counsel-
lors, 4 trainers, and a part-time administrator.  
Our clientele has increased fourfold; our ‘1 to 
1’’ counselling service continues and our ser-
vices now include  couple counselling, thera-
peutic group work (e.g. working with survi-
vors of childhood sexual abuse), support work 
with refugees and other minority groupings 
(e.g. the gay and lesbian communities). 
 
We are also like 10 year olds in that we are 
somewhat independent.  Due to our training 
course we manage to keep in the black most 
of the time, but we are always under pressure 
financially and this takes from the energy that 
we can put into what we do best – counsel-
ling.  Like any householder who is under fi-
nancial pressure, this pressure weighs on our 
minds and takes energy. 

 
Just as parents are rightfully proud of their 10 
year old so is the management of Kerry Coun-
selling Centre rightfully proud of the dedica-
tion and expertise of the staff at the centre and 
of the work that has been done in the last 10 
years.   
 
The centre was set up to offer professional 
counselling on a sliding scale to the general 
community.  Counselling is a process and 
therefore takes time.  That is what can make it 
expensive.  To lessen this expense somewhat, 
and to allow those who might not otherwise 
avail of it the chance to do so, the centre was 
set up.  Counselling is a great way of learning 
to be more contented with who you are, to be 
more in charge of your life and your behav-
iour.  It is not a place where you are told what 
to do. It is a place where you learn to listen to 
your own deepest wisdom and with support to 
trust it and to take the healthiest action for 
you. 
 
 
Kerry Counselling Centre   
D17, Edward Court, Edward St., 
Tralee.   
Tel. 066 - 7122931  
Anne Kelliher  
(Director of Services)      
 

‘If a man is proud of his wealth, he 
should not be praised until it is 

known how he employs it.’ 
Socrates 
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Town Planning Blamed for Obesity 
At London's Institute of Child Health leading US paediatrician 
Professor Richard Jackson called for a rethink in the way 
towns and cities are developed. Technology has eliminated a 
lot of the really backbreaking labour from our lives. Humans 
were designed to keep active, he said, and they were not 
designed for the modern, sedentary lifestyle that had be-
come the norm. Therefore we need to incorporate some form 
of exercise to compensate for this sedentary lifestyle. He 
said living in a walkable neighbourhood helped people keep 
off an average of seven pounds (3.17kg).  
Moreover to instill activity and exercise into the lives of our 
children is vital for their well-being and health. It is too easy 
to over use convenient time saving [and environmentally un-
friendly] modern transport methods rather than to walk or 
cycle, even for very short journeys. Adults and especially 
parents need to be proactive in changing the mindset of the 
child with regard to exercise. 
Our town planners, developers, politicians and officials must 
also be included in the process of  developing ‘walkable/
cycleable neighbourhoods’. Future planning should include 
sufficient lands be set aside for these activities and espe-
cially in areas separate from motorised traffic. Integrating  
cycle lanes on the same surface as motorised vehicles might 
save money but the safety hazard is too great.  
One might question why more students are not cycling to 
school today—answer—our roads are not sufficiently safe 
enough to cater for their needs and their safety. 

‘UBUNTU’ 
Ubuntu. That was what Bill 
Clinton told the British La-
bour Party conference it 
needed to remember.  
"Society is important because 
of Ubuntu." 
Ubuntu—it's a word describ-
ing an African worldview, 
which translates as "I am be-
cause you are," and which 
means that individuals need 
other people to be fulfilled. 
The word comes from the 
Bantu languages spoken in 
southern Africa - and is re-
lated to a Zulu concept - 
" u m u n t u  n g u m u n t u 
ngabantu" - which means that 
a person is only a person 
through their relationship to 
others. Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, in his book ‘No Future 
Without Forgiveness’, says: 
"Ubuntu is very difficult to 
render into a Western lan-
guage... It is to say, 'My hu-
manity is caught up, is inex-
tricably bound up, in what is 
yours.'" 
President Clinton concludes 
that, "If we were the most 
beautiful, the most intelli-
gent, the most wealthy, the 
most powerful person - and 
then found all of a sudden 
that we were alone on the 
planet, it wouldn't amount to 
a hill of beans."  
Interestingly, the Tralee 
crest includes the inscription 
‘Vis Unita Fortior’ ,which 
means "United Strength is 
Stronger". 
Unfortunately, modern liv-
ing, (particularly in larger 

urban settings) and the pres-
sures that [we have allowed 
to take over our lives] this 
has brought upon us has cre-
ated a society in Ireland that 
has many individuals living 
in areas rather than in com-
munities. 
The question then is not can 
we revert to the traditions of 
community that were a sig-
nificant part of Irish life but 
rather can we re-create com-
munity and integrate it in our 
lives today. 
Certain re-adjustments in our 
modern lives, our thoughts 
and our expectations would 
be necessary to achieve an 
understanding of what being 
part of a community really 
means. Yet our history and 
culture, is steeped in this 
concept of community, and 
for many in rural Ireland it 
still is. 
The word community comes 
from the Latin communis, 
meaning "common, public, 
shared by all or many."  
If this sense of community 
exists, both freedom and se-
curity exist too. The commu-
nity then takes on a life of its 
own, as people become free 
enough to share and secure 
enough to get along.  

1918 Flu Virus's - 
Secrets Revealed  
An experiment to reconstruct the 
deadly 1918 flu virus has given a 
new insight into how the infection 
took hold.  
Scientists discovered a severe immune 
system reaction was triggered when 
mice were infected with the recreated 
virus.  
The US team believe the extreme im-
mune response could have provoked 
the body to begin killing its own cells, 
making the flu even deadlier.  
The study, published in Nature, may 
aid the hunt for new treatments. The 
1918 pandemic took about 50 million 
lives.  
The devastating infection, which is 
thought to have originated in birds, 
left young adults worst hit.  
Scientists in the US have recon-
structed the H1N1 virus in a bid to 
better understand how it became such 
an effective killer - and to also bolster 
knowledge in the face of current 
H5N1 bird flu threat.  
The researchers infected mice with the 
recreated influenza virus.  
Through functional genomic analysis 
they discovered that the mice's im-
mune systems responded fiercely to 
the infection and remained active until 
the animals' deaths several days later.  
At the same time, the animals also suf-
fered the severe lung disease that is 
characteristic of the virus.  
Understanding H5N1  
Dr John Kash, lead author of the study 
and assistant professor of microbiol-
ogy at the University of Washington, 
said: "What we think is happening is 
that the host's inflammatory response 
is being highly activated by the virus, 
and that response is making the virus 

much more damaging to the host.  
"The host's immune system may be 
overreacting and killing off too many 
cells, and that may be a key contribu-
tor to what makes this virus more 
pathogenic."  
Dr Christopher Basler, a co-author 
from Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 
New York, said: "Our next step is to 
repeat these experiments, but decon-
struct what the immune system is do-
ing so that we can understand why it is 
reacting so strongly, yet failing to 
fight the infection."  
The researchers said understanding 
how the virus works would help in 
fight against influenza.  
Dr Basler said: "This could help us 
develop more targeted therapies to 
combat pathogenic infections, includ-
ing different types of influenzas or 
perhaps avian influenza."  
Paul Hunter, professor of health pro-
tection from the University of East 
Anglia, said: "People who have died 
from the current form of bird flu have 
died in the same sort of fashion as the 
people who died during the 1918 pan-
demic. It is an extraordinarily unpleas-
ant death.  
"Clearly the difference between the 
virus now and the one around in 1918 
is that the current one has yet to de-
velop the ability to spread swiftly 
from person to person.  
"It is very important to study the 1918 
flu to understand the current avian flu 

NOKIA and WIBREE 
Wibree, a new short-range wireless system that acts like Bluetooth but prom-
ises to go well beyond mobile phones and PC peripherals to find its way into 
smart watches, remote control toys, and even sensors for sports equipment. 
The new radio technology was developed by the Nokia Research Center as an 
initiative designed to enhance connectivity for small-scale devices. 
Because Wibree consumes a fraction of the power of Bluetooth and other wire-
less systems, said Jani Tierala, business development manager for the research 
center, it could bring about a new wave of smaller and less expensive smart 
hardware.  
The primary difference from Bluetooth is that Wibree is optimized for smaller 
devices that consume very little power, said Tierala. "It uses power based on 
the size of the data packet being sent, whereas Bluetooth uses only a fixed 
packet size," said Tierala. 
The new technology is not meant to handle data-intensive applications such as 
voice communications or digital music and video, which are best left to Blue-
tooth, he added. 
Tierala envisions Wibree sensors that could provide feedback on the heart rate, 
blood pressure, or distance covered by a runner. In addition, Tierala said, Wi-
bree could be used for interactive toys as well as new wireless keyboards and 
mice.  
The final specs of Wibree are expected during second quarter of 2007, Tierala 
said, with the commercial release of Wibree chips to follow shortly thereafter.  
(Personal Technology News—Yahoo!) 

�����������	��
extends sympathy to the family and 

friends who have died recently. 
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“The greatest discovery of my genera-
tion is that a human being can alter his 
life by altering his attitudes of mind.” 

    William James 

“The universal brotherhood 
of man is our most precious 

possession.” 
Mark  Twain 

Garda Confidential  
Telephone 
FREEFONE  

1800 666 111 



Unwanted Junk Mail 
 
At a time when the majority of families 
are trying to reduce the waste they pro-
duce, businesses, offering the greatest 
offers of our lifetimes continue to send us 
tonnes of junk each year through the 
post. Generally we hardly give it a glance 
before tossing it in the recycling bin. If 
you do not want to receive this mail, your 
can send them a clear message, some-
thing along the lines ‘We have upped our 
standards, now up yours’.  To block unso-
licited mail is an option. The Mail Prefer-
ence Service (MPS), is a file containing 
a list of names and addresses of people 
who do not want to receive Direct Mail 
from companies who are members of 
Irish Direct Marketing Association 
(IDMA). If you do not want to receive junk 
mail contact the IDMA Secretariat, 93a 
Lagan Road, Dublin Industrial Estate, 
Glasnevin, Dublin 11.  
Many other companies are not IDMA 
members. To avoid junk mail from these 
sources, use their free postal enveloped 
which they invariable supply and write 
them a short note to remove your name 
from their database. I also know of some 
people who place a sticker near their let-
terbox informing the postman not to leave 
any circulars or junk mail. The company 
must confirm within 40 days that they 
have dealt with your request.  
Please view www.dataprivacy.ie for 
other information.  
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Svalbard in Norway. The purpose of building 
such a facility is to safeguard crop diversity in 
the event of a global catastrophe. It sounds 
like a storyline from a James Bond film, but 
this is seen as an important resource just in 
case the world does fall to the evil empire. 
More than 100 countries have backed the 
vault, which will store seeds, packaged in 
foil, at sub-zero temperatures. Prime Minis-
ters from five nations helped lay the corner-
stone on Monday. Premiers from Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Iceland at-
tended the ceremony near the town of 
Longyearbyen, in Norway's remote Svalbard 
Islands, roughly 1,000 km from the North 
Pole. Norway's Prime Minister Jens Stolten-
berg told the Media present at the event "The 
vault is of international importance. It will be 
the only one of its kind; all the other gene 
banks are of a commercial nature." Fenced in 
and guarded, with steel airlock doors, motion 
detectors and polar bears roaming outside - 
the concrete facility will, its backers say, be 
the most secure building of its type in the 
world. Norway's Agriculture Minister Terje 
Riis-Johansen has called the vault a "Noah's 
Ark on Svalbard." The vault's purpose is to 
ensure survival of crop diversity in the event 
of plant epidemics, nuclear war, natural disas-
ters or climate change; and to offer the world 
a chance to restart growth of food crops that 
may have been wiped out. At temperatures of 
minus 18C, the seeds could last hundreds, 
even thousands, of years.  
 
Mícheál O'Coileáin 
Environmental Dept., Kerry Co. Council. 
 

The Litter Pollution Act, 1997 
3.—(1) No person shall deposit any substance or object so as to 
           create litter in a public place or in any place that is visible 
           to any  extent from a public place. 
       (2) No person shall— 
       ( a ) deposit any thing that is commercial, household, indus trial or 
municipal waste in any place for collection by or on        behalf of a 
local authority or by another person, or 
       ( b ) load, transport, unload or otherwise handle or process any 
           thing or carry on a business, trade or activity 
           in such circumstances as to create litter or lead to litter in 
           any public place or any place that is visible to any extent 
           from a public place. 
       (3) No person shall place municipal waste into or near a litter 
           receptacle. 
       (4) No person shall move or interfere with a litter receptacle 
           that has been provided by a local authority or other person 
           unless the movement or interference is authorised by the 
           local authority or other person. 
       (5) For the purposes of subsection (3), "municipal waste" has 
           the meaning assigned by section 5 of the Waste Manage m e n t 
Act, 1996. 
       (6) A person who contravenes any provision of this section 
           shall be guilty of an offence.           
 
4.—(1) A person who is the registered owner or is in charge of a 
           vehicle being used to transport goods or materials shall take 
           measures to prevent the creation of litter from the vehicle 

           on a public road or in a public place. 
       (2) A person who is the owner or is in charge of a skip de   signed 
or used for carriage on a vehicle and that is parked          or situ  ated in 
a public place shall take measures to prevent       the creation of litter 
in the vicinity of the skip. 
       (3) A person who contravenes any provision of this section 
           shall be guilty of an offence. 
       (4) Where a person is charged with an offence under this sec
           tion, it shall be a good defence for the person to show that 
           any litter created as a result of a failure to take measures to 
           prevent the occurrence was removed and properly disposed 
           of as soon as practicable after being created. 
 
NOTE: Leaving or throwing litter in a public place is an offence which can 
be subject to an on-the-spot fine of � 125 or a maximum fine of � 3,000 in 
court. The definition of litter is quite wide and extends beyond casual pieces 
of paper or cigarette ends to anything large or small which is, or is likely to 
become, unsightly. 
A person convicted of a litter offence may also be required by the court to pay 
the local authority's costs and expenses in investigating the offence and bring-
ing the prosecution. 
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The Spanish Civil War and the Irish Brigade 
Stories of young men drawn to Spain to fight Franco have been told 
countless times. But Wednesday 27th September marked the 70th 
anniversary of a call to arms for the lesser-known fascist volunteers - 
including many from the British Isles. 
The liberation of Toledo's Alcazar on 27 September 1936 is one of 
the most symbolic occasions in the early days of the Spanish Civil 
War. 
The largest group of foreign volunteers in Nationalist Spain were the 
700 men in the Irish Brigade. Eventually, they became the 15th Ban-
dera in the Spanish Foreign Legion, although led by their own Irish 
officers. 
Eoin O'Duffy, one of the founders of the right-wing Irish Blue shirts, 
was in command. With the English sympathisers, the Irish came to 
fight for Franco to defend the shared "faith of their fathers". 
The young Irish volunteers came predominantly from rural areas, 
with a strong contingent from west Belfast; O'Duffy himself an Ul-
sterman. Although O'Duffy was showered with honours when he first 
came to Spain, the Irish Brigade enjoyed a chequered experience on 
the Iberian Peninsula. 
After arrival in Spain in November 1936, they remained in camp in 
Caceres until February 1937. There were cultural differences and hic-
cups in liaison between Irish officers and Spanish adjutants and inter-
preters. 
The Irish found Spanish food unpalatable and never acquired the ab-
stemious Spanish habit of drinking, but not imbibing so much to in-
duce inebriation. The Irish were seen as rowdy and uncontrollable. 
In their turn, as O'Duffy recalls in his autobiography, when the locals 
in Caceres put on a bull fight to entertain their visitors, the Irish 
cheered for the bull, in their estimation, "the best sport on the field". 
Although robust and eager for the front, their first engagement was 
dispiriting. On the way to the front they were fired upon by their own 
side - a newly-arrived fascist battalion from the Canary Islands mis-
took the Irish Brigade for pro-Republican Irish International Briga-
diers. 
On reaching their designated place at the front, the poor military lead-
ership of the Irish was telling. Under heavy bombardment, the unit 
was dispersed and routed. Subsequently, a good number of the Irish 
Brigade voted to return to Ireland. Those who remained were incor-
porated into the Spanish Foreign Legion under Spanish command.  

Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society 
 
NOVEMBER   2006   PROGRAMME 
 
Tuesday, 7 November 
Lecture:   Kerry Silver and Pewter” 
Speaker:   Geoffrey O’Connor, Member. 
Venue:      Listowel Library, 8.00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, 14 November 
Lecture:   Merriman’s Teaching Milieu –  
                The Irish Teaching Tradition 
Speaker:   Dr. John Coolahan,  
                Emeritus Professor of Education,  N.U.I. Maynooth. 
Venue:     Tralee Library, 8.00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, 19 November 
Annual Lunch, 1.00 p.m. 
Abbeygate Hotel, Tralee 
Cost: � 30.00 
 
Tuesday, 28 November 
Lecture:  Booleyings and Bog Butter 
Speaker: Dr. Liam Downey, R.S.A.I. 
Venue:    Kenmare Library, 8.00 p.m. 

Invisible Place-names 
In modern Ireland the old traditional and often ancient placenames 
are all but being wiped out, particularly in and near urban areas. This 
situation is almost certainly due to recent developments that have 
mushroomed around our towns and Tralee is no exception. 
Dr Eamon Langford speaking at the presentation of the first 10 vol-
umes from a survey of place names in Co Kerry to the archives of 
the Kerry Co Library in Tralee said, "Placenames are man-made 
creations. They are monuments in the landscape. Many of them have 
been with us for a very long time. They enshrine the identity of the 
places in which we live.” He estimates that there has been a loss of c. 
200,000 place-name in Co. Kerry. 
According to Dr. Langford, "Coupled with this, the decline in the 
numbers speaking Irish daily and the loss of the contacts between the 
young and the elderly has meant further decline in the use of native 
and local names." 
A new survey entitled 'The Kerry Placenames in the Community 
2006-2008' set out to tackle the deficiency before it was too late. 

Tralee Rugby Club 
 

MUNSTER JUNIOR DIV TWO 06-07 FIXTURES 
 
DATE            TIME            OPPOSITION         VENUE 
15-10-06        14.30              ABBEYFEALE        ABBEYFEALE 
22-10-06        14.30              NEWPORT              NEWPORT 
05-11-06        14.30              BANDON                 TRALEE 
 
08-10-06       RESULT        Tralee   17                Castleisland  16 

 
U13 Fixtures 2006/2007 Season 

Oct 7, ‘06       Dingle            League           Dingle           TBD     
Oct 21, ‘06     Killarney        League           Tralee            TBD     
Nov 18, ‘06    Killorglin       League           Killorglin       TBD 
 

U16 Fixtures 2006/2007 Season 
Oct 21, ‘06     Killarney        League           Tralee            TBD     
Nov 18, ‘06    Killorglin       League           Killorglin       TBD 
 
07-10-06        RESULT       Tralee  31      Corca Dhuibhne  12 
 
Underage Training - Training continues each Saturday at the usual time 
of 10.30am. Kindly note that the clubhouse will be open during this time 
and also on the following Saturdays with a huge variety of Club Mer-
chandise for Sale for all age groups concerned. 
 
Club Sweater - Seeing as the Club will be soon celebrating 125 years in 
existence, the new Club Sweater and Blazer have been commissioned and 
are now exclusively on sale and to order, at a very reasonable price. The 
Club sweater with our new club crest is available at Dan Fitzgerald's, The 
Mall, Tralee , while our new Club Blazer is available at R2, Castle St. 
Tralee. All club members are encouraged to immediately avail of these 
excellent offers for the season ahead. 
 
Ladies Tag Rugby for 12 years old to 17 years old begins Saturday, Sep-
tember 2nd from 12 midday to 1.30pm at O'Dowd Park. All are most 
welcome to come and participate. 
Under 16 training Tuesday and Friday at 6.30pm (started September 
5th).  
Under 18 training started Tuesday August 15th. 
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Ballymac 
Bar                    

Boherbee, Tralee 
 

Bar Food & Pool 
 
 

Tel. 066 – 71 215 27 



Radon Gas—more information 
The RPII has measured over 30,000 homes in Ireland since establishing its radon measurement programme in the early 1990s. The following 
table gives summary results of the radon measurements carried out in Co. Kerry up to the 30th June 2006. 
 

  Kerry               Number of houses measured        0-199 Bq/m3      200-999 Bq/m3        >1000 Bq/m3           
                                                2712                                     2357                           297                          58 
                                                100%                                   87%                          11%                        2%                  
 

Highest concentration of radon found in Co. Kerry (Bq/m3)  =  49,000 
 
Note: The national Reference Level for radon in the home is 200 Bq/m3 
Radon decays to form tiny radioactive particles, some of which remain suspended in the air. When inhaled into the lungs these particles give 
a radiation dose which may damage cells in the lung and eventually lead to lung cancer. 
Radon concentration is measured in becquerels per cubic metre of air (Bq/m3). The becquerel is a unit of radioactivity and corresponds to 
one radioactive disintegration per second. 
The Reference Level for long-term exposure to radon in a house, above which the need for remedial action should be considered, is 200 Bq/
m3 (determined in accordance with RPII's standard protocol). Based on current knowledge it is estimated that in Ireland, for the population 
as a whole, a lifetime exposure (ie 70 yrs) to radon in the home at the Reference Level of 200 Bq/m3 carries a risk of about 1 in 50 of con-
tracting fatal lung cancer. This is approximately twice the risk of death in a road accident. 
Since July 1998, every new house is required to incorporate some degree of radon preventive measures at the time of construction in accor-
dance with the revised Building Regulations. The degree of protection required is dependent upon whether or not the site is located within a 
High Radon Area. 

SIGNING OUR WAY TO EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS 
Kerry Deaf Adult Learning Programme Conference 
Institute of Technology, Sólas Building, North Campus, 

Dromtacker, Tralee, Co. Kerry, Ireland 
Saturday 21st October 2006 

 
Contact Details 

Catherine White, Project Co-ordinator—Kerry Deaf Adult Learning Programme—Kerry Deaf Resource Centre 
4 Gas Terrace, Tralee, Co. Kerry—Tel: +353 (0)66 712 0399—Mobile: +353 (0)87 906 4230 

Email: kerrydeaflearn@eircom.net 
 
 

The working languages of this Conference will be Irish Sign Language and English. Sign language interpretation provided in Irish Sign  
Language, British Sign Language and International S ign. 

 
This Conference will highlight issues that are rele vant in the provision of Deaf education and trainin g opportunities for 

IrishSign Language (ISL) users in Ireland. 
 

The Kerry Deaf Adult Learning Programme (KDALP) is funded through the Department of Education and Science Education 
Equality Initiative Phase II Project with support from Leargas. The programme is managed by the Kerry Deaf Resource Centre 

and the Kerry Education Service. 
 

The objective of the programme is to address severe gaps in education and training opportunities for Deaf Irish Sign Language 
users. The project is achieving this by developing the capacity of 18 Deaf adults from Kerry, Cork and Limerick to actively par-

ticipate in local education provision. 
 

To achieve this, KDALP delivered a two year programme of training for 18 Deaf adults to acquire qualifications in their first lan-
guage (ISL) and related subjects. As there was no accredited qualifications for this purpose in Southern Ireland, the  

programme was based on the British model developed by the Council for the Advancement of Communication with Deaf  
People (CACDP). KDALP in conjunction with City and Guilds is providing a Tutor qualification. 

 
The programme seeks to empower Deaf adults to participate and influence policy development in the area of education, teach-

ing methodologies, appropriate resource materials and accreditation as a right through the medium of Irish Sign Language. 
With the skills and experience acquired over the past two years, participants have now begun to provide courses for CACDP 
qualifications in Irish Sign Language (ISL) to other local Deaf people, their families, statutory and non-statutory organisations 

and the hearing public. 
 

KDALP has developed and demonstrated an innovative approach and model of good practice for mainstreaming learning and 
addressing educational inequality for Deaf people. 

 
Website: http://www.kerrydeaf.com   or   

         http://www.cokerryed.ie/kerrydeafproject.h tml   or   
http://www.leargas.ie/eei/projects/kerry.html  
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Meeting Half Way 
  

In our desires to achieve objectives we set for our ourselves from day 
to day, it is not uncommon for us to feel that we are compelled to 
reach those objectives so at virtually any cost. However even the 
most meager reflection will tell us that we live in a world with limited 
time, resources, competing needs and differing attitudes. In short, the 
pursuit of our goals – however noble an enterprise – must involve 
compromise and we must settle for the best bargain we can get under 
the circumstances.  
  
Rudard Kipling's line in a poem say 'if you dream but not make 
dreams your master' etc sums this up in a way that provides us with 
an inspirational philosophy for growing up. But of course, not all of 
us are grown up if our minds are landlocked into our little worlds 
where we have no interest in the needs and demands of others around 
us. The more we navigate this world, the smaller it gets and the more 

convinced we are that we are right all the time. So for anyone trying 
to deal with us it is like trying to land a ship in the Bog of Allen.  
  
So is there any solution to this? If you ask me there isn't. There is lit-
tle hope for that person. All the interventions possible will be very 
limited in their success. All the soft-talking Americanisms will not 
cure the person who is entrenched and uncompromising. So we must 
accept there are those kind of people out there and get on with our 
own lives as best we can. We can be flexible and understanding, com-
promising and forgiving but we also have to learn to accept realities 
and know that we cannot control others; nor are we responsible for 
their unreasonable behaviour.  
  
The uncompromising person like anyone else is a product of nature 
and nurture and also what I believe are freak phenomena that are part 
of the human condition; these may be experiences, reactions, disposi-
tions, even metaphysical elements. So like everyone else the uncom-
promising person is complex and best just accepted.  

Some Common Misconceptions 
  

People feel bad feeling bad. This is untrue. Most people feel 
good feeling bad and feel bad feeling good because they feel 
that they should be feeling bad when they feel good or that 
something bad is about to happen when the feel good.  
  
Most people love animals. This is untrue; most people eat ani-
mals. 
Men are not as smart as women. This is untrue. Most men are 
just better drivers. 
Doctors cure patients. This is untrue; doctors make patients. 
Teachers teach pupils. This is untrue. Teachers are mostly on 
holidays. 
Nurses work hard. This is untrue. Nurses slave. 
Politicians are corrupt. This is untrue. Politicians are just foot-
ball supporters. 

 
 
Most art is bad. This is untrue. Most art is not art. 
Badness is madness. This is untrue. Most badness is madness 
dressed in a qualification. 
Humour is the best medicine. This is untrue. Humour is the 
only medicine. 
A dog turns out like his master. This is untrue; a master turns 
out like his dog. 
Age matures. This is untrue. Age kills. 
Tralee is a beautiful place. This is untrue. Tralee is in a beauti-
ful county. 
Politicians are corrupt. No contest. 
There is no such thing as pull in Ireland. This is untrue.  
God can do everything. This is untrue. God can't do wrong. 
   

What is the new anthem of the Rock? 'I am a star!  
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The Vagina Monologues , runs for two nights at the beginning of October. 
 

Evening of Song & Story  with the wonderfully entertaining Donncha O Dulaing  and  
Brendan Shine  on  

Friday, 6th of October. 
 

The world famous Harlem Gospel Choir on  
Wednesday, 18th of October. 

 

Niall Tobin  plays for one night only on Saturday, October 21st. 
 

Veronica McSwiney  and the Eblana Trio  performing on  
Sunday, 22nd of October. 

 
Druid Classic presentation of The Year of the Hiker  by Kerry’s own John B Keane . opens with  

a preview night on  
Tuesday 31st October and runs until Saturday 4th November 

 
Wilde at Heart, a celebration of Oscar Wilde’s life. 

 
This is not the Life I Ordered presented by Stage Door Productions 

 
Tralee Musical Society celebrate their 20th anniversary with That’s Entertainment 2006 , in the middle of November and Kerry School of 

Music present a number of enticing concerts, including a week long run of The King and I  in October and Viva Vienna  in November. 
 

The Tailor and Ansty , based on the controversial book by Eric Cross , plays in December  
 

Contemporary music fans can look forward to concerts by, Brian Kennedy , Jerry Fish & The Mudbug Club, Jack L  and The 4 Of Us,  
and traditional music lovers will be delighted with the return of Foster and Allen , as well as a visit from the legendary Liam Clancy.   

Russian circus group, the Mimi Richi Clowns , present Paperworld , a performance packed to bursting with audience interaction,  
culminating in the biggest paper fight any theatre is likely to see and guaranteed to thrill audiences of all ages!   

 
Our Visual Arts Programme kicks off the Autumn with a residency by award winning artist, Caoimhghín O’Fraithile , followed by an  
installation with Tralee’s own Sarah O’Halloran  and ends the year with Soilse , an exhibition of ceramics and glass which combines  

exquisite craft and technical brilliance with sculptural form. 
 

Whatever your area of interest, you will find something to lift the gloom of those autumn and winter evenings at Siamsa Tíre, Tralee. 
 

Copies of our new Event Guide are available from  
Siamsa Tíre as well as at a wide range of shops and  venues throughout the County.  
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Autumn / Winter    
Programme 2006 

 
All events can be booked 

on  
(066) 7123055 



 Offers from 6th October to 2nd of November 2006 
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Membership includes:  
    ·        children & adult swimming lessons 
     ·        aerobics & aquafit classes 
     ·        circuit training 
     ·        personal training programmes 

 
                          Facilities include: 

       ·        22m indoor heated swimming pool 
         with 3 dedicated swimming lanes 

     ·        bubble pool, air loungers &  
              separate infants pool  
     ·        sauna, steam room & Jacuzzi  
     ·        3000 sq ft gym with the most up to 

         date Technogym equipment. 
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VARIOUS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 
 NOW  AVAILABLE 
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 imperialhoteltralee@eircom.net 
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Tel: 066—71 26 796   Fax: 066—71 25 066 
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